
  
 

WRITING 2226G: OUT OF THE BOOK – CONTEMPORARY 
EXPERIMENTAL WRITING 
Winter 2023 

Section: # 001 

 
Course Description and Objectives 

In this experimental creative writing course students use a variety of media, online platforms, and 

source material to create innovative projects that challenge traditional modes of literary expression. 

They will be introduced to experimental writers/artists— Marcel Duchamp, Kathy Acker, 

NourbeSe Phillip, Jordan Abel, etc. Assignments will incorporate the use of experimental 

techniques such as transcription, redaction, sampling, erasure, rearrangement, chance, constraint, 

and borrowing. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will have demonstrated the ability to 

• communicate information, arguments, and analyses accurately and reliably; orally and in 

writing to a range of audiences; 

• identify the fundamental elements and key concepts of conceptual writing and 

experimental writing in multiple genres; 

• research, analyze, and respond critically  

 



electronically, through OWL to turnitin.com and provide your instructor with a hard copy in class the 

day the assignment is due. 

 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 

plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers 

submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the 

purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is 

subject to the licensing agreement currently Western and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com.” 
 

*Remember: All students in all 1000/2000 level Writing courses must submit all written 

assignments to turnitin.com through their section’s OWL site. This requirement is built into course 

outline templates, where applicable. 

 

   Prerequisites 
“Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean 

to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This 

decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are 

dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.” 

 

Prerequisite(s): At least 65% in one of Writing 2101F/G, Writing 2125F/G, Writing 2111F/G, 

Writing 2130F/G or Writing 2131F/G; or at least 65% in one of Writing 1000F/G, Writing 1030F/G, 

or Writing 1031F/G; or at least 65% in each of MIT 1020E (or both of MIT 1021F/G and MIT 

1022F/G) and MIT 1025F/G; or permission of the Department (consult the Undergraduate Program 

Director, Writing). 

 

Antirequisites 
Antirequisite(s): Writing 2295G if taken in 2012-2013 or 2013-2014. 

 
Academic Accommodation 

³$FFRPPRGDWLRQ�E\�,QVWUXFWRU�IRU�ZRUN�ZRUWK�OHVV�WKDQ�����RI�WKH�RYHUDOO�JUDGH�LQ�D�FRXUVH��

Instructors are encouraged, in the first instance, to arrange participation requirements and multiple small 

Information for Writing Studies Instructors Fall/Winter 2022-2023 assignments in such a way as to 

http://www.turnitin.com/
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_009386_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_027142_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_019986_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_027633_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_020442_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_022537_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_023946_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_026292_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_026567_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_026568_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_026569_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_026569_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_026570_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf


specifying the nature of the accommodation being requested. These documents will be retained in the 

student’s file and will be held in confidence in accordance with the University’s Official Student 

Record Information Privacy Policy. Once the petition and supporting documents have been received 

and assessed, appropriate academic accommodation shall be determined by the Dean’s Office in 

consultation with the student’s instructor(s). 

Academic accommodation may include extension of deadlines, waiver of attendance requirements for 

classes/labs/tutorials, arranging Special Exams or Incompletes, re-weighting course requirements, or 

granting late withdrawals without academic penalty. Academic accommodation shall be granted only 

where the documentation indicates that the onset, duration, and severity of the illness are such that the 

student could not reasonably be expected to complete their academic responsibilities. (Note –

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/health/psych/index.html


https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/


Surrealism: Gazing 

Outward with One Eye 

and Inward with The 

Other 

  

 

Techniques 

-Annihilation of Identity 

-Automatic Writing 

-Reenchanted Objects 

-Paranoiac Method 

-Echo Poems 

-Simulation 

-Chain Games 

-Surrealist Definitions 

 

1. André Breton and 

Philippe Soupault - 



2. Hugo Ball – “Dada 

Manifesto” (1915) 

(Revisited) 

3. Jeff Noon – “Avant-

Pulpism” (2018) 

 

Week 8 Xenopoetics ± 

Contemporary 

speculative experimental 

writing 

 

Readings available on 

OWL 

Question Period, 

Discussion, and 

Workshop 

Week 9 Pitch 

Presentations/Manifestos 

 Question Period, 

Discussion, and 

Workshop 

Week 10 Pitch 

Presentations/Manifestos 

 

 Question Period, 

Discussion, and 

Workshop 

Week 11 Workshop for Capstone 

Assignment 

 

 Double Workshop 

Week 12 

 

OPEN FORM 

PROJECT DUE 

Workshop for Capstone 

Assignment 

 

Where/how to Publish 

Experimental Fiction? 

 

Wrap-up 

 

  

 

http://jeffnoon.weebly.com/avant-pulpism.html
http://jeffnoon.weebly.com/avant-pulpism.html

