
 

 
 

 
 
2211G 650: Fundamentals of Creative Writing—Distance Studies, Winter 2023 
Western University is located on the traditional territories of the Anishinaabek, Haudenosaunee, Lūnaapéewak, and 
Chonnonton Nations, on lands connected with the London Township and Sombra Treaties of 1796 and the Dish with One 
Spoon Covenant Wampum. 
 
Course Description and Objectives 
Students will explore the fundamentals of creative writing and challenge their creativity through 
the writing of fiction, literary non-fiction, and poetry. In a workshop setting, students will share 
their work and provide critical feedback on the work of their peers. Use of basic elements such as 
image, dialogue, character, voice, plot, theme, and setting will be discussed. Students will 
consider technique, inspiration, influence, revision, and process through reading, writing, and 
workshop participation.  
 
Learning Objectives 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will have demonstrated the ability to 

• identify the fundamental elements of creative writing (plot, character, dialogue, etc.) 
• analyse and discuss published fiction, poetry, and creative non-fiction 
• write in three genres 
• provide classmates with critical feedback  
• incorporate feedback into revisions 
• communicate with clarity, respect, and care in class forums and written work 

 
Required Textbook 
Writing 2211G Custom Course Pack available at The Book Store at Western 
 
Course Requirements 

Method of Evaluation Grade 
Value 

Due Date 

Poem 15% Unit 3 – Final Draft 
Creative Nonfiction 20% Unit 4 – Group Workshop 

Unit 6 – Final Draft 
Short Story Workshop Draft 10% Units 7-10 
Short Story Assignment 
with Revision Notes 

35% Units 7-10 – Group Workshops 
Unit 12 – Final Draft 

Forum Discussions   10% Ongoing 
Workshop Responses 10%  Ongoing 
Total 100%  
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Assignment Format 
 All assignments must be word-processed in a 12-point font; single space your poetry and double 
space your prose. The title of your assignment, your name, the course, and my name must appear 
in the top right
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Course Ethos 
Our class will honour the principles of equity, diversity, and inclusion. We will use each other’s 
preferred and chosen names and pronouns; we will engage in respectful and generous conversation 
with each other; we will avoid language that is hurtful, violent, or exclusive. My goal is to create 
an atmosphere of trust, community, and mutual responsibility, where each of us can feel heard and 
respected.  
 
Please feel welcome to contact me with any concerns you might have during this class.  
 
Scholastic Offences, Including Plagiarism 
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permission. Posting the instructor’s content from this course to online course sharing sites like 
OneClass or Course Hero without permission is both an infringement of intellectual property law 
and a violation of academic integrity guidelines. The instructor will pass these cases on to the 
Western University Ombudsperson or their Department Chair as appropriate.   
 
Prerequisites 
Ensuring you have the correct prerequisite(s) is your responsibility. The University Senate 
requires the following statement to appear on course outlines: 
 
“Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 
Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your 
record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the 
event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.”  
 
The prerequisite for this course is: at least 65% in one of Writing 2101F/G, Writing 2125F/G (or 
the former Writing 2121F/G), Writing 2111F/G, Writing 2130F/G or Writing 2131F/G; or at 
least 65% in one of Writing 1000F/G, Writing 1030F/G, or Writing 1031F/G; or at least 65% in 
each of MIT 1020E (or both of MIT 1021F/G and MIT 1022F/G) and MIT 1025F/G; or 
permission of the Department (consult the Undergraduate Program Director, Writing). 
 
Academic Accommodation 
Senate language requires all requests for accommodation for a grade component of 10% or 
more to go to academic counselling. That same section, however, allows for (and encourages) 
instructors to deal directly with accommodation requests for grade components less than 10%. 
Here’s the relevant Senate language: 
Accommodation by Instructor for work worth less than 10% of the overall grade in a 
course: Instructors are encouraged, in the first instance, to arrange participation requirements 
and multiple small assignments in such a way as to allow students some flexibility. A student 
seeking academic accommodation for any work worth less than 10% must contact the instructor 
or follow the appropriate Department or course specific instructions provided on the course 
outline.  
In arranging accommodation, instructors will use good judgement and ensure fair treatment for 
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matters. However, in order to ensure fairness and consistency for all students, academic 
accommodation for work representing 10% or more of the student’s overall grade in the course 
shall be granted only in those cases where there is documentation indicating that the student was 
seriously affected by illness and could not reasonably be expected to meet their academic 
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documentation must be submitted to the Academic Counselling or Undergraduate office of a 
student’s home Faculty.  
 
Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which provides 
recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and 
cognitive testing. The accommodation policy can be found here: 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disa
bilities.pdf  
  
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 
(https://www.uwo.ca/health/psych/index.html) for a complete list of options about how to obtain 
help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519-661-3030 (during class 
hours) or 519-433-2023 after class hours and on weekends.  
 
Religious Accommodation  
Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays and should give 
reasonable notice in writing (email), prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic 
Counsellor if their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance. Additional 
information is given in the Western Multicultural Calendar.  
 
Statement on Gender-


