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• analyze language and purpose as it appears in a variety of cultural contexts and rhetorical 
situations. 

 
 

In our attempt to accomplish these objectives and to better understand how arguments of all kinds are 
constructed, we will examine a variety of rhetorical techniques and analyse arguments of all forms. To 
understand what makes a strong argument, we will consider what an argument is and how rhetoric can be 
helpful or harmful. What does it mean to develop argument? Readings will include short stories, 
political                   speeches, news reports, academic essays, theoretical readings, advertisements, films, and web 
and visual based rhetoric that attempts to create an argument in some way. By the end of the semester, 
you will be well versed in identifying, analysing, and creating arguments of all kinds. 

 
Required Texts 
Barnet, Sylvan, and Hugo Bedau. From Critical Thinking to Argument: A Portable Guide. Sixth Edition. 

New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2020. 
 


