
      
 

2101G: Introduction to Expository Writing 
Winter 2023/24 
 
Section: 001 Email:  
Time/Room:  
 

Office:  

Instructor:  Office Hours:  
 

Course Objectives     
ñAn introduction to the basic principles and techniques of good writing, the course will 
emphasize practical work and the development of writing skills for a variety of subjects and 
disciplines.ò By ñpractical work,ò this course description from the calendar means to indicate that 
you will spend much of your time in this course writing, responding to the writing of others, and 
revising your work in light of the responses you receive to it. Consequently, in this course you 
will not only produce written texts, but also develop a critical eye for examining the written texts 
of others, both professionally-written and written by others in your class.  
 

The calendar course description also points to the development of writing skills in ña variety of 
subjects and disciplines.ò While it would simply not be possible to study and write in all the 
genres that are used across a complex university such as Western, you will be asked to write in 
more than one genre. When you do so, pay attention to the rules/constraints of that genre and 
study how those rules give you clues to what is regarded as ñgood writingò for the genre you are 
writing in. Try to develop a conscious awareness (metaknowledge) about the rules for writing 
well and how they shift depending on the context for writing. 
 
More generally, the course aims to contribute to your development of an ñability to communicate 
information, arguments, and analyses accurately and reliably, orally and in writing, to a range of 
audiencesò (Ontario Council of Academic Vice-Presidentsô statement on óUniversity 
Undergraduate Degree Level Expectations,ô 24 October 2005). 
 

Required Text 
Messenger, William E., Jan de Bruyn, and Judy Brown. The Canadian Writer’s 
Handbook. Third Essentials Edition. Don Mills: Oxford University Press, 2023. 
Book Store link: 
WRI2101G SEC001 https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-
search?campus=UWO&term=W2022B&courses%5B0%5D=001_UW/WRI2101G 
  

Course Requirements 
   

 

https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=UWO&term=W2022B&courses%5B0%5D=001_UW/WRI2101G
https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=UWO&term=W2022B&courses%5B0%5D=001_UW/WRI2101G


  

Course Policies 
 
Prerequisites:  

Ensuring you have the correct prerequisite(s) is your responsibility. “Unless you have either the requisites for this 

course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it 

will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees 

in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.” Please consult the 

Western Academic Calendar descriptions of your course to ensure correct/current prerequisites. 

(https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?Subject=WRITING&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=) 

 

Attendance: 

 Attendance at class is required to improve as a writer. Here is the Writing Studies attendance policy in this class:  

• You may miss up to three hours (the equivalent of one week of class) of class meetings during the term without 

explanation. That means that the first three class hours you miss will be recorded as absences but excused 

https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?Subject=WRITING&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID


  

do not submit both will lose 10% from the earned grade for that assignment. In other words, an 

assignment that would have earned a 78, for example, will receive instead a recorded grade of 70. This 

penalty will be applied in addition to any other penalties incurred (e.g., 5% per day for late submission of 

http://www.turnitin.com/


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf


  

At the time of illness, students should make an appointment with a physician/nurse practitioner at Student 

Health Services. During this appointment, request a Student Medical Certificate from the Physician/Nurse 

Practitioner.  

 

Documentation from Hospital Urgent Care Centres or Emergency Departments  

Students should request that an SMC be filled out. Students may bring this form with them, or request 

alternative Emergency Department documentation. Documentation should be secured at the time of the 

initial visit to the Emergency Department. Where it is not possible for a student to have an SMC 

completed by the attending physician, the student must request documentation sufficient to demonstrate 

that their ability to meet their academic responsibilities was seriously affected.”  

Please note that individual instructors will not under any circumstances accept or read medical 

documentation directly offered by a student, whether in support of an application for accommodation on 

medical grounds or for related reasons (e.g. to explain an absence from class which may result in a grade 

penalty under an ‘Attendance’ policy in the course). All medical documentation must be submitted to 

the Academic Counselling or Undergraduate office of a student’s home Faculty.  

 

Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which provides 

recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and cognitive 

testing. The accommodation policy can be found here: 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.p

df  

 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 

(https://www.uwo.ca/health/psych/index.html) for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519-661-3030 (during class hours) or 519-

433-2023 after class hours and on weekends.  

 

Religious Accommodation  

Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays and should give reasonable 

notice in writing (email), prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if their course 

requirements will be affected by a religious observance. Additional information is given in the Western 

Multicultural Calendar.  

 

Statement on Gender-based Sexual Violence  

Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing compassionate 

support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events. If you have experienced gender-based or sexual 

violence (either recently or in the past), you will find information about support services for survivors, including 

emergency contacts, here. To connect with a case manager or set up an appointment, please contact 

support@uwo.ca. 

 

Other Student Support Services  

Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca  

Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login  

Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/  

Academic Support and Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/  

 

 

Other Accommodation Requests  

Instructors should attend carefully to the following policy items, which are not reproduced here but are in 

the document Information for all Students in a Writing Course: “(Requests for) Special Examination, 

mailto:support@uwo.ca


  

In particular, concerning the first of these topics, please note that students must initiate all requests for Special 

Exams, Incompletes, or Aegrotat standing through the Dean’s office of their home faculty; if a student approaches 

you about these matters, you should immediately direct them to that office. Instructors do not have the discretion 

to consent to such requests directly (although your consent will be sought to any formalized arrangements). Also 

(and this is important), keep in mind that you do not have discretion to extend due dates for any term work which 

would result in your delaying submission of final grades for a class, in accordance with the requirements of 

Writing Studies and the Office of the Registrar. You should direct any/all students seeking prolonged extensions 

past the last day of classes to their home faculty’s academic counsellors. 

 

Intellectual Property and Copyright:   

All instructor-written materials (e.g. PowerPoints, lecture notes, oral lectures) for this course are created 

solely for students’ personal use within the course, and remain the instructor’s intellectual property. 

Further reproduction, fixation, distribution, transmission, dissemination, communication, or any other 

uses, without securing the consent of the copyright owner (the course instructor) may be an infringement 

of copyright. You may not distribute, email, or otherwise communicate these materials to any other 

person. These limitations extend to recording, photographing, or sharing lectures (online or in-person) and 

lecture material without permission. Posting the instructor’s content from this course to online course 

sharing sites like OneClass or Course Hero without permission is both an infringement of intellectual 

property law and a violation of academic integrity guidelines. The instructor will pass these cases on to 

the Western University Ombudsperson or their Department Chair as appropriate. 

 
Western University, London, Ontario 

 
Department of English and Writing Studies 

 
Writing 2101G (Section 001) 

 
January-April 2024: 





  

  


