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Submitting Assignments  
Assignments are due online on the date specified on the schedule.  A hard copy is expected in class 
on the day the assignment is due and a copy must be uploaded to our Owl site before class. 
Late essays will be penalized a full letter grade per day unless your instructor has granted you 
an extension beforehand.  You must apply for extensions ahead of the due date and provide a 
suitable reason; they are not automatic.   
 
Keep copies of all assignments submitted.  
 
When submitting assignments on Owl, please title your papers thusly: Last Name_Essay 
# (for example, Manley_2). 
 
Communication 
All students are required to have an active UWO e-mail account and to check it regularly between 
class meetings.  It is the primary way that I communicate with you outside of class.  There will be no 
accommodations made for students who miss assignments or important messages because their 
UWO account is full and not receiving new e-mails.  You are also to have a working knowledge of our 
Owl website.  There will be required online discussions assigned throughout the semester. 
 



class meeting) discuss these reasons with your instructor within one week of that absence. 
If your absence is extended and prolonged (over one week of continuous non-attendance), 



arguments, and perspectives. The use of AI tools can serve as a starting point for exploration, but 
students are expected to uphold academic integrity by appropriately attributing all sources and 
avoiding plagiarism in any form. Note that for all assignments completed outside of class, the 
instructor can require you to attend an in-person interview to discuss your work before a mark is 
finalized. Assignments should always reflect students’ own thoughts and constitute independent 
written work. By adhering to these guidelines, students contribute to a responsible and ethical 
learning environment that promotes critical thinking, supports independent inquiry, and encourages 
original written contributions. 
 
(Please note that the above required statement does not rule out additional cautions by the 
instructor—including, perhaps, reminding students that plagiarism includes double submission of an 
assignment to two courses without the permission of both instructors. Above all, every instance of 
egregious plagiarism "with intent to deceive" must be reported to the Director of Writing Studies, in 
order to determine the penalty and to check for previous offences. A second offence will result in 
more serious penalties at the Dean's level.)  
 
Academic Accommodation  
Accommodation by Instructor for work worth less than 10% of the overall grade in a 
course:  
Instructors are encouraged, in the first instance, to arrange participation requirements and multiple 
small assignments in such a way as to allow students some flexibility. A student seeking academic 
accommodation for any work worth less than 10% must contact the instructor or follow the 
appropriate Department or course specific instructions provided on the course outline.  
In arranging accommodation, instructors will use good judgement and ensure fair treatment for all 
students. Instructors must indicate on the course outline how they will be dealing with work worth 
less than 10% of the total course grade. In particular, instructors must indicate whether medical 
documentation will be required for absences, late assignments or essays, missed tests, laboratory 
experiments or tutorials, etc. Where medical documentation is required, such documentation must be 



Record Information Privacy Policy. Once the petition and supporting documents have been received 
and assessed, appropriate academic accommodation shall be determined by the Dean’s Office in 
consultation with the student’s instructor(s). Academic accommodation may include extension of 
deadlines, waiver of attendance requirements for classes/labs/tutorials, arranging Special Exams or 
Incompletes, re-weighting course requirements, or granting late withdrawals without academic 
penalty. Academic accommodation shall be granted only where the documentation indicates that the 
onset, duration, and severity of the illness are such that the student could not reasonably be 
expected to complete their academic responsibilities. (Note – it will not be sufficient to provide 
documentation indicating simply that the student “was seen for a medical reason” or “was ill.”)  
 
Whenever possible, students who require academic accommodation should provide notification and 
documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Students must follow up with their 
professors and their Academic Counselling office in a timely manner.”  
 
Documentation from Family Physicians/Nurse Practitioners and Walk-In Clinics  
A Western Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a student is seeking academic 
accommodation. This documentation should be obtained at the time of the initial consultation with 
the physician/nurse practitioner or walk-in clinic. An SMC can be downloaded at 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf.   
 
Documentation from Student Health Services  
At the time of illness, students should make an appointment with a physician/nurse practitioner at 
Student Health Services. During this appointment, request a Student Medical Certificate from the 
Physician/Nurse Practitioner. 
  



Religious Accommodation  
Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays and should give 
reasonable notice in writing (email), prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic 
Counsellor if their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance. Additional 
information is given in the Western Multicultural Calendar.  
 
Statement on Gender-based Sexual Violence  
Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing 
compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events. If you have 
experienced gender-



Course Schedule 
 
 
 

Week 1: Introduction to the Course 
January 8 - 12 

Readings:  
• Week 1 Lecture 
• Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology: 

o “Why I Write?” (pg. 19) 
o “Practicing Perception” (pg. 25)  
o “Drafting” (pg. 36) 
o “Revision” (pg. 48) 

 
Week 2: The Elements of Poetry 



• Shut Up You’re Pretty: 
o “Tits for Cigs” (pg. 9) 
o “This is Only Temporary” (pg. 45) 
o “Tilapia Fish” (pg. 131) 

• Grammar: Adjectives and Adverbs 
o Chapters 10 and 11 of The Canadian Writer’s Handbook  

 
**Assignment 1: Free Verse Poem Due** 

 
Week 4: Writing Stories 
January 29 – February 2 

Readings: 
• Week 4 Lecture 
• Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology: 

o “Writing Stories” (pg. 156) 
o David Foster Wallace, “Incarnations of Burned Children” (pg. 269) 
o Aimee Nezhukumatathil, “The Witching Hour” (pg. 343) 
o Madeleine Thien, “Simple Recipes” (pg. 397) 
o Jeanette Winterson, “The Three Friends” (pg. 411) 

• Shut Up You’re Pretty: 
o “Parchment Paper” (pg. 15) 
o “The Event” (pg. 21) 
o “Down the Lakeshore” (pg. 27) 
o “If Not Happiness” (pg. 31) 

• Grammar: Sentences 
o Chapters 3 and 4 of The Canadian Writer’s Handbook 

Activity: 
• Flash Fiction Workshop 

 
 

Week 5: Voice and the Ethics of Storytelling 
February 5 – 9 

 
Readings: 

• Week 5 Lecture 
• Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology: 

o “Voice and Perspective” (pg. 119) 
o Shani Mootoo, “Out on Main Street” (pg. 333) 
o Michael Ondaatje, “The Cinnamon Peeler” (pg. 367) 
o Richard Shelton, “The Stones” (pg. 387) 
o Priscila Uppal, “Sorry I Forgot to Clean Up After Myself” (pg. 404) 

• Shut Up You’re Pretty: 
o “Men, Tricks, and Money” (pg. 85) 
o “The Waitress” (pg. 91) 
o “Shut Up You’re Pretty” (pg. 95) 
o “Women Talking” (pg. 115) 



• Grammar: The comma, the semicolon and the colon 
o Chapters 15-17 of The Canadian Writer’s Handbook 

 
**Assignment 2: Flash Fiction Due** 

 
Week 6: Writing Creative Nonfiction 

February 12 – 16 
Readings: 

• Week 6 Lecture 
• Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology: 

o 



 
Readings: 

• Week 9 Lecture 
• Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology: 

o “Revision” redux (pg. 48) 
• Grammar: Paragraphs 

o Chapter 2 of The Canadian Writer’s Handbook 
Activity: 

• Capstone Presentation 
 
 

Week 10: Experimental Writing 
Readings: 

• Week 10 Lecture 
Activity: 

• Capstone Presentation 
 
 

Week 11: Publishing/Editing/Exam Prep 
Readings: 

• Week 11 Lecture 
Activity: 

• Capstone Workshop 
 
 

Week 12: Review/Editing/Exam Prep 
 
Readings:  

• 


