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COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 
 
DESCRIPTION 
Students are introduced to the creative process of writing through in-class exercises, peer 
workshop, analysis of creative texts, and a review of grammar, mechanics, and composition. 
Students learn strategies for idea generation in a variety of genres, composing a first draft, 
approaching revision, and effective editing and proofreading techniques. 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will have demonstrated the ability to 

1. identify the fundamental elements of creative writing; 
2. generate ideas in a variety of genres: poetry, fiction, creative non-fiction, 

drama/screenwriting 
3. analyze and respond critically to published writing and the work of their peers; 
4. identify and correct errors in composition, grammar, and mechanics; and 
5. incorporate feedback into revisions. 

 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 

1. Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology by Nancy Pagh 
2. The Canadian Writer’s Handbook, Third Essentials Edition, by William E. Messenger, 

Jan de Bruyn, Judy Brown and Ramona Montagnes 
3. Shut Up You’re Pretty, by Téa Mutonji 

 
 

ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
Free Verse Poem:     10% 
Flash Fiction:      15% 
Flash Creative Nonfiction:   15% 
Capstone Assignment:   40% 
Exam:      20% 



http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/


exercise independent thinking, and engage in original research to synthesize, develop, and 
articulate their own ideas, arguments, and perspectives. The use of AI tools can serve as a 
starting point for exploration, but students are expected to uphold academic integrity by 
appropriately attributing all sources and avoiding plagiarism in any form. Note that for all 
assignments completed outside of class, the instructor can require you to attend an in-person 
interview to discuss your work before a mark is finalized. Assignments should always reflect 
students’ own thoughts and constitute independent written work. By adhering to these guidelines, 
students contribute to a responsible and ethical learning environment that promotes critical 
thinking, supports independent inquiry, and encourages original written contributions. 

Academic Accommodation  
 

Accommodation by Instructor for work worth less than 10% of the overall grade in a 
course:  
Instructors are encouraged, in the first instance, to arrange participation requirements and 
multiple small assignments in such a way as to allow students some flexibility. A student seeking 
academic accommodation for any work worth less than 10% must contact the instructor or 
follow the appropriate Department or course specific instructions provided on the course outline.  
In arranging accommodation, instructors will use good judgement and ensure fair treatment for 
all students. Instructors must indicate on the course outline how they will be dealing with work 
worth less than 10% of the total course grade. In particular, instructors must indicate whether 
medical documentation will be required for absences, late assignments or essays, missed tests, 
laboratory experiments or tutorials, etc. Where medical documentation is required, such 
documentation must be submitted by the student directly to the appropriate Faculty Academic 
Counselling/Dean’s office, who will make the determination whether accommodation is 
warranted. Given the University’s Official Student Record Information Privacy Policy 
(https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf), instructors may not 

/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf


retained in the student’s file and will be held in confidence in accordance with the University’s 
Official Student Record Information Privacy Policy. Once the petition and supporting documents 
have been received and assessed, appropriate academic accommoda

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf


http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/


Course Schedule 
 
Note: There are 6 weeks in the course, and each week consists of 2 units. With the 
exception of the first unit for Week 1, you want to complete the readings for each unit by 
the date listed in the syllabus. For example, you want to complete the readings for Unit 2 of 
Week 1 by May 8.  
 

Week 1 (May 6-10): 
 
Unit 1: Introduction to the Course (May 6): 
Readings:  

• Week 1 Lecture 
• Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology: 

o “Why I Write?” (pg. 19) 
o “Practicing Perception” (pg. 25)  
o “Drafting” (pg. 36) 
o “Revision” (pg. 48) 

 
Unit 2: The Elements of Poetry (May 8):  
Readings 

• Week 2 Lecture 
• Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology: 

o “Image, Detail and Figurative Language” (pg. 67) 
o “Sound” (pg. 80) 
o “Writing Poems” (pg. 139)  
o Kelli Russel Agodo, “Geography” (pg. 207) 
o Stephanie Bolster, “Many Have Written Poems about Blackberries” (pg. 242) 
o T.S. Eliot, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (pg. 265) 
o Nancy Pagh, “Love Song: After T.S. Eliot” (pg. 370) 
o Sina Queyras, “On the Scent, #14” (pg. 373) 
o Elizabeth Bachinsky, “For the Pageant Girls” (pg. 223) 
o Patricia Smith, “Hip-



Week 



Week 3 (May 21-24) 
 

Unit 1 (May 21): Voice and the Ethics of Storytelling 
Readings: 

• Week 5 Lecture 
• Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology: 

o “Voice and Perspective” (pg. 119) 



Week 4 (May 27-31): 
 
Unit 1 (May 27): Writing Scripts 
Readings: 

• Week 7 Lecture 
• Grammar: Common sentence “problems” I 

o 





Week 6 (June 10-14): 
 
Unit 1 (June 10): Publishing/Editing/Exam Prep 
Readings: 

• Week 11 Lecture 
Activity: 

• Capstone Workshop: 
o Post a draft of your Capstone Project to your group by June 10 
o Provide feedback on your group members’ projects by June 12 

 
Unit 2 (June 12): Review/Editing/Exam Prep 
Readings:  

• Week 12 Lecture 
Activity: 

• Capstone Workshop: 
o Provide 


