
 
 

WRITING 1031F – Distance Studies 

Global Positioning: Introduction to Rhetoric and 
Professional Communication!

Fall 2024 

Section 650   

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES  

This course introduces students to the rhetorical principles and practices of writing and oral 
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below) as Word files. All assignments must have your name, course name, section number and 
instructor’s name on the first page.  

When using sources in a paper, you will be expected to follow MLA, CMS, or APA standards 
for documentation (as detailed in Messenger et al. Chapter 37).  

Submitting Assignments 

Assignments 1, 2, and 3 are due on the dates specified on the syllabus Schedule.  In the absence 
of formal academic consideration, late papers for Assignments 1 and 2 will be penalized at 
2.5% per day unless I have permitted an informal short extension of the due date. You must 
contact me ahead of the due date for an extension and provide a reason for the request acceptable 
to me. Assignment 3 is due on the last day of class. That date is a university deadline and will be 
extended only with formal academic consideration. Important: you are responsible for keeping 
an electronic copy of all assignments you submit. 

Quizzes 1, 2, and 3 must be written during the weeks specified on the syllabus Schedule. As 
noted in the policy section ‘Academic Consideration and Accommodation’ below, if you miss a 
Quiz you may elect to contact me directly to see if we can agree informally to a short extension 
of its availability.  

Procedure for Assignment Submission: 

Under policies adopted by Writing Studies, final drafts of all assignments in first-year and 2100-
level Writing courses must be submitted through Turnitin.com (see Scholastic Offences, 
including Plagiarism below).  Consequently, you will find Turnitin submission links for each of 
Assignments 1 to 3 under ‘Assignments’. You will upload your final version of each assignment 
through its link, as a single Word (.doc or .docx extension) file,* titled to identify you as author.   

*Note:  Pdf or other ‘read only’ formats, and compressed/zipped files are not acceptable. 
Please note also that Turnitin will not accept more than a single file submission.  In other 
words, do not try to submit an assignment twice, or in parts as two or more files.  Also note 
that I access your original uploaded Word file; typically any formatting errors etc. which show 
in the Turnitin ‘preview’ function will not appear on your uploaded file. 

Attendance/Participation (Please note posting requirements) 
 
We do not meet formally as a ‘class’ in a Distance Studies course.  Therefore, ‘attendance’ at 
and participation in Discussions are intertwined.  While Distance Studies classes are generally 
asynchronous, they are not correspondence or self-paced.  You must attend class (defined as 
logging into our Owl site) and participate by introducing yourself, and posting questions and 



thoughts during the first week, and by posting (by participating in a given week’s set discussion 
topic) in subsequent weeks where there is a Discussion topic as indicated on this syllabus.  This 
means at least two separate posts during each of those weeks (a week is defined 



All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. 
Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 

Intellectual Property and Copyright 

All instructor-written materials (e.g. PowerPoints, lecture notes, oral lectures) for this course are 
created solely for students’ personal use within the course, and remain the instructor’s 
intellectual property. Further reproduction, fixation, distribution, transmission, dissemination, 
communication, or any other uses, without securing the consent of the copyright owner (the 
course instructor) may be an infringement of copyright. You may not distribute, email, or 
otherwise communicate these materials to any other person. These limitations extend to 
recording, photographing, or sharing lectures (online or in-person) and lecture material without 
permission. Posting the instructor’s content from this course to online course sharing sites like 
OneClass or Course Hero without permission is both an infringement of intellectual property law 
and a violation of academic integrity guidelines. The instructor will pass these cases on to the 
Western University Ombudsperson or their Department Chair as appropriate.   
 
Writing Studies’ Policy on the Use of AI Tools 
 
In this course, students are permitted to use AI tools for information gathering and preliminary 
research purposes only (unless otherwise indicated in the assignment instructions). These tools 
are intended to enhance the learning experience by providing access to diverse information 
sources. It is essential, however, that students critically evaluate the obtained information, 
exercise independent thinking, and engage in original research to synthesize, develop, and 
articulate their own ideas, arguments, and perspectives. The use of AI tools can serve as a 
starting point for exploration, but students are expected to uphold academic integrity by 
appropriately attributing all sources and avoiding plagiarism in any form. Note that for all 
assignments completed outside of class, the instructor can require you to attend an in-  



from you. All such documentation, if required, must be submitted directly to the 
Academic Counselling Office of your Faculty of Registration. 
 
University policy on academic considerations is described here: 
https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Se
p24.pdf 
 This policy requires that all 



 
Religious Accommodation  
 
Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays and 
should give reasonable notice in writing (email), prior to the holiday, to the 
Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if their course requirements will be 
affected by a religious observance. Additional information is given in the Western 
Multicultural Calendar (https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-
univwo).  
 
Statement on Gender-


