


Course Requirements 

Exam 
The exam will test the skills that you have developed over the course of the semester in terms of 
your writing ability (purpose, coherence, cohesion, style, and grammar) and your understanding 
of the fundamental elements of writing for professional communication as discussed in class and 
in course readings.  

Assignment Format and Submission 
In this course, you will be required to submit the final version of each of your assignments 
electronically, through OWL Brightspace to turnitin.com by the end of class on the day that 
the assignment is due. You are responsible for ensuring that turnitin has processed your 
assignment. Shortly after uploading your assignment, you should check your turnitin report. I 
will not grade any essay until I see the report. 

All assignments are to be electronic (typed) documents and must have your name, course name, 
section number, and instructor’s name on the first page. Unless instructed otherwise, do not use a 
cover page, which is particularly unnecessary for online submissions. 

When using sources in an assignment, you will follow MLA standards for documentation, 
detailed in The Canadian Writer’s Handbook, chapter 36a 

Late assignments will receive a penalty of 5% per day, and they will not receive comments. To 



In addition to submitting final drafts on the due date for each assignment, you are required to 
submit a rough draft of each assignment for the scheduled peer-review sessions. Failure to 
submit a sufficiently complete (in your instructor’s opinion) assignment or to participate in a 
scheduled peer-review session will result in a 10% penalty being applied to the earned grade for 
that assignment. In other words, an assignment that would have earned a 78, for example, will 
receive instead a recorded grade of 70. This penalty will be applied in addition to any other 
penalties incurred (e.g., for late submission). To be sufficiently complete, a draft must consist of 
complete sentences and paragraphs and be at least 50% of the required length of the assignment.

Attendance Policies 
Attendance at class is required to improve as a writer. Here is the Writing Studies attendance 
policy in this class: 

• You may



office. If you elect to miss a class in order to write such a test, that is your choice; your absence 
will not be excused. 

Brightspace 
Students are responsible for checking the course OWL site (https://westernu.brightspace.com/) 
regularly for news and updates. This is the primary method by which information will be 
disseminated to all students in the class. If students need assistance with the course OWL site, 
they can seek support on the OWL Brightspace Help page.  Alternatively, they can contact the 
Western Technology Services Helpdesk. They can be contacted by phone at 519-661-3800 or ext. 
83800. 

Scholastic Offences, including Plagiarism 
“Scholastic Offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, which can be found here: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 

Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an 
idea, or a passage of text from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using 
quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. 
Plagiarism is a major academic offence. 

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. 
Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement currently Western and Turnitin.com 
http://www.turnitin.com.” 

““In this course, students are permitted to use AI tools for information gathering and preliminary 
research purposes only (unless otherwise indicated in the assignment instructions). These tools 
are intended to enhance the learning experience by providing access to diverse information 
sources. It is essential, however, that students critically evaluate the obtained information, 
exercise independent thinking, and engage in original research to synthesize, develop, and 
articulate their own ideas, arguments, and perspectives. The use of AI tools can serve as a 
starting point for exploration, but students are expected to uphold academic integrity by 
appropriately attributing all sources and avoiding plagiarism in any form. Note that for all 
assignments completed outside of class, the instructor can require you to attend an in-person 
interview to discuss your work and/or to review research notes, rough drafts, outlines and other 
materials used in preparing the assignment before a mark is finalized. Assignments should 
always reflect students’ own thoughts and constitute independent written work. By adhering to 
these guidelines, students contribute to a responsible and ethical learning environment that 
promotes critical thinking, supports independent inquiry, and encourages original written 
contributions.” 

https://brightspacehelp.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com)


Antirequisites 

https://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/academic_consideration_Sep24.pdf
https://registrar.uwo.ca/academics/academic_considerations/index.html
https://registrar.uwo.ca/academics/academic_considerations/index.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%2520Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%2520Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/health/psych/index.html
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo


Statement on Gender-based Sexual Violence 
Western University is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual 
violence (GBSV) and providing compassionate support to anyone who is going through or has 
gone through these traumatic events. If you are experiencing or have experienced GBSV (either 
recently or in the past), you will find information about support services for survivors, including 
emergency contacts at the following website: https://www.uwo.ca/health/studentsupport/
survivorsupport/get-help.html. To connect with a case manager or set up an appointment, please 
contact support@uwo.ca.  

Other Student Support Services  
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca  
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login 
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/ 
Academic Support and Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 

Intellectual Property and Copyright 
All instructor-written materials (e.g., PowerPoints, lecture notes, oral lectures) for this course are 
created solely for students’ personal use within the course and remain the instructor’s intellectual 
property. Further reproduction, fixation, distribution, transmission, dissemination, 
communication, or any other uses without securing the consent of the copyright owner (the 
course instructor) may be an infringement of copyright. You may not distribute, email, or 
otherwise communicate these materials to any other person. These limitations extend to 
recording, photographing, or sharing lectures (online or in-person) and lecture material without 
permission. Posting the instructor’s content from this course to online course sharing sites like 
OneClass or Course Hero without permission is both an infringement of intellectual property law 
and a violation of academic integrity guidelines. The instructor will pass these cases on to the 
Western University Ombudsperson or their Department Chair as appropriate.  

https://www.president.uwo.ca/gbsv/
https://www.president.uwo.ca/gbsv/
/health/studentsupport/survivorsupport/get-help.html
/health/studentsupport/survivorsupport/get-help.html
mailto:support@uwo.ca
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
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