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Office hours: Tuesdays 3:30 — 4:30pm,
Wednesdays 11- noon, and by
appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

DESCRIPTION

Students are introduced to the creative process of writing through in-class exercises, peer
workshop, analysis of creative texts, and a review of grammar, mechanics, and composition.
Students learn strategies for idea generation in a variety of genres, composing a first draft,
approaching revision, and effective editing and proofreading techniques.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Upon successful completion of this course, students will have demonstrated the ability to
1. identify the fundamental elements of creative writing;
2. generate ideas in a variety of genres: poetry, fiction, creative non-fiction,
drama/screenwriting
3. analyze and respond critically to published writing and the work of their peers;
4. identify and correct errors in composition, grammar, and mechanics; and
5. incorporate feedback into revisions.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
1. Wirite Moves. A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology by Nancy Pagh
2. The Canadian Writer's Handbook, Second Essentials Edition, by William E. Messenger,
Jan de Bruyn, Judy Brown and Ramona Montagnes

ASSIGNMENTS:
Free Verse Poem (Week 3): 10%
Flash Fiction (Week 5): 15%



Flash Creative Nonfiction (Week 7): 15%
Capstone Assignment (Week 12): 40%
Exam: 20%

Land Acknowledgement

I acknowledge that Western University is located on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek
(Ah-nish-in-a-bek), Haudenosaunee (Ho-den-no-show-nee), LZnaapéewak (Len-ahpay-wuk)
and Attawandaron (Add-a-won-da-run) peoples, on lands connected with the London



1. Discuss the situation privately with me. I am always open to listening to students'
experiences, and want to work with students to find acceptable ways to process and
address the issue.

2. Discuss the situation with the class. Chances are there is at least one other student in
the class who had a similar response to the material. Discussion enhances the ability for
all class participants to have a fuller understanding of context and impact of course
material and class discussions.

3. Notify me of the issue through another source such as your academic advisor, a trusted
faculty member, or a peer. If for any reason you do not feel comfortable discussing the
issue directly with me, | encourage you to seek out another, more comfortable avenue
to address the issue.

Assignment Format

All assignments should be typed and double-spaced (if you are playing with form, for example
in a poem, then you may disregard the double-spaced requirement), using a standard font
such as Times New Roman or Arial. A hard copy is expected in class on the day the






The first three students to send me a photo of their favourite animal will get 2pts to their
lowest assignment grade.

Scholastic Offences, including Plagiarism


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/



/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf

with the physician/nurse practitioner or walk-in clinic. An SMC can be downloaded at
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf.

Documentation from Student Health Services

At the time of illness, students should make an appointment with a physician/nurse
practitioner at Student Health Services. During this appointment, request a Student Medical
Certificate from the Physician/Nurse Practitioner.

Documentation from Hospital Urgent Care Centres or Emergency Departments

Students should request that an SMC be filled out. Students may bring this form with them, or
request alternative Emergency Department documentation. Documentation should be secured
at the time of the initial visit to the Emergency Department. Where it is not possible for a
student to have an SMC completed by the attending physician, the student must request
documentation sufficient to demonstrate that their ability to meet their academic
responsibilities was seriously affected.”

Please note that individual instructors will not under any circumstances accept or read
medical documentation directly offered by a student, whether in support of an application for
accommodation on medical grounds or for related reasons (e.g. to explain an absence from
class which may result in a grade penalty under an ‘Attendance’ policy in the course). All
medical documentation must be submitted to the Academic Counselling or Undergraduate
office of a student’s home Faculty.

Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which
provides recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or
psychological and cognitive testing. The accommodation policy can be found here:
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_dis
abilities.pdf

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western:
(https://www.uwo.ca/health/psych/index.html) for a complete list of options about how to
obtain help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519-661-3030
(during class hours) or 519-433-2023 after class hours and on weekends.

Religious Accommodation

Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays and should give
reasonable notice in writing (email), prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic
Counsellor if their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance. Additional
information is given in the Western Multicultural Calendar.

Other Student Support Services






Course Schedule

Week 1: Introduction to the Course
January 11
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“Writing Personal Essays” (pg. 173)

Dorothy Allison, “from Two or Three Things | Know for Sure” (pg. 213)
Ivan E. Coyote, “This, That and the Other Thing” (pg. 256)

Joy Harjo, “Suspended” (pg. 280

David Sedaris, “The Drama Bug” (pg. 377)

f Grammar: The dash and parentheses

o]
Activity:

Chapters 17 and 18 of The Canadian Writer's Handbook

f Flash Creative Nonfiction Workshop

Reading Week
February 18 - 26
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