
 
 

     
 

Writing 3401F:  You're a Strange Animal: Writing Nature, Writing the Self   
 

Break free of technology to become creative! 
To provide the best learning experience for you and to encourage your creativity, all writing 
exercises will be created with pen and paper, both of which you should bring to each class. A 
small note pad or writing booklet for taking notes when we are on field trips is highly 
recommended.    
 

DESCRIPTION 
Nature is a slippery fish. In this course, we will use poetry, fiction and non-fiction to explore some of the 
fundamentals of nature writing. We will write about nature, in nature. Campus will be our classroom. 
We will spend about half of our time outside experiencing the natural (and not so natural) features of 
Western Campus: hissing geese, tree species, birds of prey, groundhogs, creepy-crawlies, green spaces, 
parking lots, taxidermized animals in the basement of Natural Science, the river, the food court, the 
football field. In effect, we will become literary naturalists; we will learn to pay attention to nature, and 
think about how it may be captured—and released—through literature. You will need the following: 
notepad, pen, sturdy footwear, a sense of adventure. 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will have demonstrated the ability to 
1.  identify and interrogate fundamental elements and themes of n



  

All assignments must have your name, course name, section number, and instructor’s name on the first 
page. Please type assignments (where appropriate) and use 12 point font. 
 
SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS 
In this course you will be required to submit the final version of each of your assignments 
electronically, through OWL to turnitin.com and provide your instructor with a hard copy in class 
the day the assignment is due. 
 
 
Late assignments will receive a penalty of 5% per day. To qualify for an extension, you must have a 
valid reason and contact your instructor prior to the deadline. Please see the medical accommodation 
policy below. 
 
If necessary, please submit essays to the English and Writing Studies Department Drop Box across 
from UC 2431, making sure you include your instructor’s name and your section number. However, do 
not    
¶ fax assignments   
¶ e-mail assignments  

Keep copies (electronic, paper, or both) of all assignments submitted.  
 
Email Policy 
Emails will be monitored Mon-Friday; students will receive a response in 24 – 48 hours. When emailing me 

please include your name, course, and section (or day). Please remember that all correspondence in 

university course should employ a professional tone and format (e.g. salutation and sign off). 

mailto:mjones@uwo.ca
mailto:jjohns6@uwo.ca


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


  

perhaps, reminding students that plagiarism includes double submission of an assignment to two courses 

without the permission of both instructors. Above all, every instance of egregious plagiarism "with intent 

to deceive" must be reported to the Director of Writing Studies, in order to determine the penalty and to 

check for previous offences. A second offence will result in more serious penalties at the Dean's level.)  

 

In this course, students are permitted to use AI tools for information gathering and preliminary research 

purposes only (unless otherwise indicated in the assignment instructions). These tools are intended to 

enhance the learning experience by providing access to diverse information sources. It is essential, 

however, that students critically evaluate the obtained information, exercise independent thinking, and 

engage in original research to synthesize, develop, and articulate their own ideas, arguments, and 

perspectives. The use of AI tools can serve as a starting point for exploration, but students are expected to 

uphold academic integrity by appropriately attributing all sources and avoiding plagiarism in any form. 

Note that for all assignments completed outside of class, the instructor can require you to attend an 

inperson interview to discuss your work before a mark is finalized. Assignments should always reflect 

students’ own thoughts and constitute independent written work. By adhering to these guidelines, students 

contribute to a responsible and ethical learning environment that promotes critical thinking, supports 

independent inquiry, and encourages original written contributions. 

 

Note:  In this course you will be required to submit an electronic copy of the final version of each of 

your essays to turnitin.com through your section’s OWL HomePage. 
 

Prerequisites 
“Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to 

enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision 

/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf


  

term), or chronic with acute episodes. The University further recognizes that medical situations are deeply 

personal and respects the need for privacy and confidentiality in these matters. However, in order to 

ensure fairness and consistency for all students, academic accommodation for work representing 10% or 

more of the student’s overall grade in the course shall be granted only in those cases where there is 

documentation indicating that the student was seriously affected by illness and could not reasonably be 

expected to meet their academic responsibilities.  

 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf


  

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.p

df 

 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 

(https://www.uwo.ca/health/psych/index.html) for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519-661-3030 (during class hours) or 519-

433-2023 after class hours and on weekends.  

 

Religious Accommodation  

Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays and should give reasonable 

notice 

/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/health/psych/index.html
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

