Writing 2130F
Building Better (Communication) Bridges: Rhetoric and Professional

Communication for Engineers
Fall 2023

Lecture Section 651 (online, asynchronous)

Course Description and Objectives
This course introduces students to rhetorical principles and the practices of written, oral, and visual
communication in professional engineering contexts. Particular attention is paid to identifying and



These required texts are available as a package through the Western Bookstore. You can order copies
here: https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-

search?campus=UWO&term=W2023A&courses%5B0%5D=650 UW/WRI2130F

IEEE Citation and Documentation Guide
https://ieee-dataport.org/sites/default/files/analysis/27/IEEE%20Citation%20Guidelines.pdf

Course Requirements

Multiple-choice Quizzes (Best 2 of 3 @ 10% each) 20%

Assignment #1: Description of an important Engineering 15%
problem for two audiences (750-1250
words total for two documents)

Assignment #2: Multi-



https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=UWO&term=W2023A&courses%5B0%5D=650_UW/WRI2130F
https://bookstore.uwo.ca/textbook-search?campus=UWO&term=W2023A&courses%5B0%5D=650_UW/WRI2130F
https://ieee-dataport.org/sites/default/files/analysis/27/IEEE%20Citation%20Guidelines.pdf
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Support your response with sufficient reasons and/or evidence.

Demonstrate that you have either completed the assigned lecture and/or textbook reading (and/or
that you have read your classmates' posts).

Display good grammar and organization.

Posts should not

l

= —.

Employ disrespectful, insulting, or offensive language. Note in particular that the use of racist
language or any language that works against the values of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
will not be tolerated.

Be unrelated to the weekly topic.

Be too long (more than one screen length) or too short (a sentence or two).

Consist (in the case of responding to classmates) only of statements like "I agree with you" or
"Great comment!" Such posts do not contribute any substance to the discussion; thus, they do not
count as posts.

2) Frequency and Number of Posts
You must post on at least two separate days covering that particular week’s forum prompt (in addition to



http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/

arguments, and perspectives. The use of Al tools can serve as a starting point for exploration, but students
are expected to uphold academic integrity by appropriately attributing all sources and avoiding plagiarism
in any form. Note that for all assignments completed


/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/general/privacy.pdf

Documentation shall be submitted, as soon as possible, to the appropriate Dean’s office (the Office of the
Dean of the student’s Faculty of registration/home Faculty) together with a request for relief specifying
the nature of the accommodation being requested. These documents will be retained in the student’s file
and will be held in confidence in accordance with the University’s Official Student Record Information
Privacy Policy. Once the petition and supporting documents have been received and assessed, appropriate
academic accommodation shall be determined by the Dean’s Office in consultation with the student’s
instructor(s). Academic accommodation may include extension of deadlines, waiver of attendance
requirements for classes/labs/tutorials, arranging Special Exams or Incompletes, re-weighting course
requirements, or granting late withdrawals without academic penalty. Academic accommodation shall be
granted only where the documentation indicates that the onset, duration, and severity of the illness are
such that the student could not reasonably be expected to complete their academic responsibilities. (Note
— it will not be sufficient to provide documentation indicating simply that the student “was seen for a
medical reason” or “was ill.”)

Whenever possible, students who require academic accommodation should provide notification and
documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Students must follow up with their professors
and their Academic Counselling office in a timely manner.”

Documentation from Family Physicians/Nurse Practitioners and Walk-In Clinics

A Western Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a student is seeking academic
accommodation. This documentation should be obtained at the time of the initial consultation with the
physician/nurse practitioner or walk-in clinic. An SMC can be downloaded at


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western:
(https://lwww.uwo.ca/health/psych/index.html


/health/psych/index.html
https://www.president.uwo.ca/gbsv/
/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
mailto:support@uwo.ca
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/

Week 2:
Sept. 18-22

Week 3:
Sep. 25-29

Purpose, genre, and audience

Tutorial: Grammar basics continued:

Sentence elements (clauses and
phrases)

Oral

EC: Ch. 4; Appendix A, Appendix B (pg. 328-35)

CWH: Ch.1a-b, 3




Tutorial: Thesis statement review



