
 
 
 
2111G:  Writing in the World:  Introduction to Professional Writing 
 
Distance Studies (Session/Section #653) 
 
Instructor: Dr. Andrew C. Wenaus (awenaus@uwo.ca)  
 
Course Description and Objectives 
 

This course aims to introduce you to the basic grammatical and stylistic principles of good, clear, written 

English within a specific context. That context is professional writing. You will be introduced as well to 

basic theories and concepts in professional writing, given opportunities to develop skills applicable to 

writing in a professional context, and encouraged to read about and apply findings from research in 

professional writing. Generally, the course aims to help you develop “the ability to communicate 

information, arguments, and analyses accurately and reliably, orally and in writing, to a range of 

audiences” (Ontario Council of Academic Vice Presidents’ statement on “University Undergraduate 

Degree Level Expectations,” December, 2005). More specifically, upon successful completion of this 

course, you will have demonstrated the ability to 

 

1.   identify and define rhetorical contexts for professional communication; 

2.   identify, define, and understand the purpose for writing within those rhetorical contexts; 

3.   understand the relationship between context, purpose, and audience and how that relationship should 

shape a message; 

4.   use that understanding to develop a persuasive argument; 

5.   generate ideas for a variety of communicative purposes, such as communicating a negative message 

with positive emphasis; 

6.   understand basic principles of cross-cultural communication and their significance; 

7.   understand basic principles of document design and apply them;  

8.   write cohesive and coherent prose using the grammar and conventions of Standard Written English; 

9.   identify and correct errors in composition, grammar, and mechanics; and 

10. incorporate feedback into revisions. 

mailto:awenaus@uwo.ca


(1200-1400 words, excluding front and back matter) 

 

Sentence Grammar/Structure Test (online on



¶ Must support your opinion with sufficient reasons or evidence; 

¶ Must display good grammar and organization. 

 

Postings should not: 

 

¶ Contain disrespectful, insulting, or offensive language; 

¶ Be excessively long or excessively short; 

¶ Be unrelated to the week’s topic; 

¶ Say things that do not contribute anything, e.g. “I agree with you” or “nice 

comment.” 

 

Note: Attendance as defined in this section is mandatory in this course. Failure to meet the 

minimum posting requirements as defined above for any week where there is Discussion will 

result in your earned final grade in this course being reduced by 3%. That penalty is cumulative to 

a maximum of five weeks. Failure to meet the minimum posting requirements for five or more 

weeks where there is Discussion will result in your earned final grade being reduced by 15%. 

 

Scholastic Offences, including Plagiarism 
The University Senate requires the following statements, and Web site references, to appear on 

course outlines: 

 

“Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 

specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf” 

 

Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words.  Whenever students take an 

idea, or a passage of text from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using 

quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations.  

Plagiarism is a major academic offence (see Scholastic Offence Policy as above).   

 

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 

plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 

papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 

database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. 

Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 

Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com). 

Antirequisites 
The antirequisite for this course is WRIT 1031F/G. You cannot take this course if you have taken 

WRIT 1031F/G. 

 
Academic Accommodation and Consideration 
Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which provides 

recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and 

cognitive testing. The accommodation policy can be found here: Academic Accommodation for 

Students with Disabilities. 

 

Academic Consideration for Student Absence 
Students will have up to two (2) opportunities during the regular academic year to use an on-line 

portal to self-report an absence during the term, provided the following conditions are met: the 

absence is no more than 48 hours in duration, and the assessment for which consideration is being 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf


/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/


Academic Support and Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/


once, but many different rewrites are possible!). Remember to comment on other 

people's work. 

 

Unit/Week Four (January 31-February 6) 

 

Good-news, neutral, and bad-



 

Discussion Topic: Find an online example of a document/website that violates one of 



 

*Assignment #3 submission due by 11:55 p.m. on Friday, April 8 (last day of 

classes) OR as directed by your instructor 

 

 

 


