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Whenever possible, students who require academic accommodation should provide 
notification and documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Students 
must follow up with their professors and their Academic Counselling office in a timely 
manner.”  
 
Documentation from Family Physicians/Nurse Practitioners and Walk-In 
Clinics  
 
A Western Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a student is seeking 
academic accommodation. This documentation should be obtained at the time of the 
initial consultation with the physician/nurse practitioner or walk-in clinic. An SMC can be 
downloaded at 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf.  
 
Documentation from Student Health Services  
 
At the time of illness, students should make an appointment with a physician/nurse 
practitioner at Student Health Services. During this appointment, request a Student 
Medical Certificate from the Physician/Nurse Practitioner.  
 
Documentation from Hospital Urgent Care Centres or Emergency 
Departments 
 
Students should request that an SMC be filled out. Students may bring this form with 
them, or request alternative Emergency Department documentation. Documentation 
should be secured at the time of the initial visit to the Emergency Department. Where it 
is not possible for a student to have an SMC completed by the attending physician, the 
student must request documentation sufficient to demonstrate that their ability to meet 
their academic responsibilities was seriously affected.”  
 
Please note that individual instructors will not under any circumstances accept or 
read medical documentation directly offered by a student, whether in support of an 
application for accommodation on medical grounds or for related reasons (e.g. to 
explain an absence from class which may result in a grade penalty under an 
‘Attendance’ policy in the course). All medical documentation must be submitted to 
the Academic Counselling or Undergraduate office of a student’s home Faculty.  
 
Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which 
provides recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or 
psychological and cognitive testing. The accommodation policy can be found here: 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodat
ion_disabilities.pdf  
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Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to 
MentalHealth@Western: (https://www.uwo.ca/health/psych/index.html) for a complete 
list of options about how to obtain help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be 
had by phoning 519-661-3030 (during class hours) or 519-433-


