
 

 
 

 
 

Writing 2203 — 650 Writing for Publication: From Deadline to Headline 
Fall 2022 

 

Instructor: Mark Kearney 

 

 
 

Email: mkearney@uwo.ca 

 

Office hours: Via Zoom Tuesdays 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm or by appointment 

 

Course Description and Objectives 
 

From Deadline to Headline is designed to teach students how to write for various forms of publication including 

news stories, profiles, and magazine feature articles. Students will learn the ability to communicate information, 

arguments, and analyses accurately and reliably, orally and in writing to a range of audiences. Students will 

develop skills in the research, writing, editing, formatting and marketing of materials for publication. Students 

will acquire the ability to develop story ideas, research, interview, write query letters, produce features, revise 

and edit, prepare and meet the requirements of specific genres and publications. Strong emphasis will be given to 

the practicalities of writing as a career, including getting started, working towards success (and coping with 

rejection) and learning how to manage the organizational side. Students will encouraged to submit their work to 

outside publications when applicable. 

 

Course Texts/Materials 
 

Text: In lieu of a text, there will be a range of handouts and/or links to websites posted on the syllabus and the 

course OWL site for you to read.  

 

Recommended Texts: 

 

Ivor Shapiro. Editor. The Bigger Picture: Elements of Feature Writing. 2009. Emond Montgomery 

Publications Limited. (in Weldon) 

William Zinsser. On Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing Nonfiction. 30th anniversary edition. Quill 

Harper Resource. (in Weldon). 

 

mailto:mkearney@uwo.ca




material and your fellow studentsô comments, participate in online discussions and to interact online with your 

fellow classmates by workshopping your drafts as much as online allows you.  This policy will be waived only 

for medical or compassionate reasons. This policy will be waived only for medical or compassionate reasons. If 

you have good reasons for your absence discuss these reasons with your instructor within one week of that 

absence If your absence is extended and prolonged (over one week of continuous non-attendance), then you 

should discuss it with your academic advisor in your home faculty, who may require documentation. That 

advisor may then contact all of your instructors. See also:  óMedical Accommodation Policyô below. 
                                          

Note:  a class meeting missed in order to write a test, exam, or other form of ómake-up classô in another 

course will count as non-attendance, an

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com)/


Antirequisites 

 
Please note that MIT 3829F/G and MIT 3870G if taken in 2009-10, 2010-11, or 2011-12, are 

antirequisites for Writing 2203. You will not receive credit for both courses if you take both. 
 

Academic Accommodation and Related Matters 

Effective September 2022, Western is reverting to its pre-Fall 2019 policy covering requests for academic 

accommodation on medical or other grounds. Self-



Documentation from Family Physicians/Nurse Practitioners and Walk-In Clinics 

A Western Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a student is seeking academic accommodation. 

This documentation should be obtained at the time of the initial consultation with the physician/nurse 

practitioner or walk-in clinic. An SMC can be downloaded at 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf.  

Documentation from Student Health Services  

At the time of illness, students should make an appointment with a physician/nurse practitioner at Student Health 

Services. During this appointment, request a Student Medical Certificate from the Physician/Nurse Practitioner.  

Documentation from Hospital Urgent Care Centres or Emergency Departments 

Students should request that an SMC be filled out. Students may bring this form with them or request alternative 

Emergency Department documentation. Documentation should be secured at the time of the initial visit to the 

Emergency Department. Where it is not possible for a student to have an SMC completed by the attending 

physician, the student must request documentation sufficient to demonstrate that their ability to meet their 

academic responsibilities was seriously affected.ò  

Please note that individual instructors will not under any circumstances accept or read medical documentation 

directly offered by a student, whether in support of an application for accommodation on medical grounds or for 

related reasons (e.g., to explain an absence from class which may result in a grade penalty under an óAttendanceô 

policy in the course). All medical documentation must be submitted to the Academic Counselling or 

Undergraduate office of a studentôs home Faculty. 

Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which provides recommendations 

for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and cognitive testing. The 

accommodation policy can be found here: 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 

(https://www.uwo.ca/health/psych/index.html) for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519-661-3030 (during class hours) or 519-433-

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/


permission. Posting the instructorôs content from this course to online course sharing sites like OneClass or 

https://www.poynter.org/reporting-editing/2020/and-the-winner-for-2020s-best-pulitzer-prize-lead-is/
https://www.poynter.org/reporting-editing/2020/and-the-winner-for-2020s-best-pulitzer-prize-lead-is/
http://journalism.about.com/od/reporting/a/goodquotes.htm
http://journalism.about.com/od/reporting/a/goodquotes.htm


Week 4 
 
(Oct 3 to Oct 
9) 
 
 
 
  

Interviewing techniques for 

writing a classmate profile. 

 If you could interview anyone, 

dead or alive, who would it be and 

why? What two questions would 

you ask? Why is interviewing 

important to the stories we write? 

 

Read  
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mic

key_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.ht

ml 

 

AND 

 

Sample profiles with analysis provided on OWL 
 

http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html


   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Week 9 
 
(Nov. 1

http://journalism.about.com/od/writing/a/headlines.htm
http://journalism.about.com/od/writing/a/headlines.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj5IV23g-fE

