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Writing 2101F 650: Introduction to Expository Writing
Fall 2022 (September 8—December 8, 2022)

Instructor Office

Floating in cyber-

Office hours

Email anytime; online
chat or Skype by
appointment

s ]
Dr. Christopher Lee
clee222@uwo.ca

Title: The Canadian Writer's Handbook
Author:  Messenger, de Bruyn, etal.
Publisher: Oxford

Edition:  2nd Essential (2017)

ISBN: 9780199025572

Course Objectives

“An introduction to the basic principles and techniques of good writing, the course will emphasize
practical work and the development of writing skills for a variety of subjects and disciplines.” By
“practical work” this course description from the calendar means to indicate that you will spend much of
your time in this course writing, responding to the writing of others, and revising your work in light of the
responses you receive to it. The focus in this course will be to have you engage in both the production of
written texts and also develop a critical eye for examining the written texts of others, both professionally
written and written by others in the class you are in.

The course description from the calendar also points to the development of writing skills in “a variety of
subjects and disciplines.” While it would simply not be possible to study and write in all the genres that
are used across a complex university such as Western, you will be asked to write in more than one
genre. When you do so, pay attention to the rules/constraints of that genre and study how those rules
give you clues to what is regarded as “good writing” for the genre you are writing in. Try to develop a
conscious awareness (metaknowledge) about the rules for writing well and how they shift depending of
the context for writing.

More generally, the course aims to contribute to your development of an “ability to communicate
information, arguments, and analyses accurately and reliably, orally and in writing, to a range of
audiences” (Ontario Council of Academic Vice-Presidents’ statement on ‘University Undergraduate
Degree Level Expectations,’ 24 October 2005).


http://www.bookstore.uwo.ca/
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Course Requirements

Assignment Due Date

Essay 1: Rhetorical Analysis (20%) [Rough Draft: End of Week 2
Final Draft: End of Week 4

Essay 2: Inform or Persuade (30%) |Rough Draft: End of Week 6
Final Draft: End of Week 9

Essay 3: Researched Argument Rough Draft (partial if need be): End
(40%) of Week 10
Final Draft: Last day of class

Discussion Boards (10%) Ongoing

Class Schedule
Dates Topic Readings

Week 1 Introduction to the course The Writing Process: Planning, Writing, and
(Sep 8-18) Go over syllabus Revising the Whole Essay Chapter 1a-1g





http://www.turnitin.com/

another reader and getting to read how someone else has approached the assignment. Peer review will be
accomplished on the discussion forum where instructions will also be provided.

You are responsible for keeping copies of all assignments submitted in case we need to discuss your writing
and if you want to submit it for the annual Marie Smibert Writing Program Student Achievement Prize in
April.

Attendance/Participation

Obviously, we do not meet formally in a Distance Studies course. Therefore, attendance and participation
on the Discussion Board are intertwined. While online classes are generally asynchronous, they are not
correspondence or self-paced. You must attend class (defined as logging into our OWL section and
interacting, posting questions and thoughts to the set discussion topics) and are expected to contribute a
minimum two postings per week (defined as running from Monday to Sunday) in the discussion forums,
at least one of which must be a reply to another student and at least one of which must be a ‘new’
post responding to the main discussion topic. Posting must be distributed so that at least one post is
made by Thursday.

| will assign a weekly participation grade based on whether you have fulfilled the posting requirements
described in further detail below in terms of 1) frequency and number of posts made and 2) quality of
posting.

1) Frequency and Number of Posts Made

At least two posts have been made during the week, and at least one is made by Thursday and at
least one after Thursday.

2) Quality of Posting
All posts on the Discussion Board must

Contribute something meaningful to the board.
Support your opinion with sufficient reasons or evidence.
Display good grammar and organization.

Postings should not

© Contain disrespectful, insulting, or offensive language.

O Be excessively long (more than one screen length) or excessively short.

© Be unrelated to the forum topic.

© Only say things like “I agree with you” or “Nice comment!” that do not contribute substantially
to the discussion.

Absence Policies
Engagement in this class is required to improve as a writer. Here is the Writing Studies attendance policy
in this online class:

Note that ‘attendance’ as defined in this section is mandatory in this course. Failure to meet the minimum
posting requirements for three weeks where there is Discussion will result in your final grade in this
course being reduced by 10%. Failure to meet the minimum posting requirements for four or more weeks
where there is Discussion will result in your final grade being reduced by 15%.

This policy will be waived only for medical or compassionate reasons. If you have good reasons for
waiving an absence of one class meeting (e.g. if you've missed three hours, and need or want to miss
another class meeting) discuss these reasons with your instructor within one week of that absence. If
your absence is extended and prolonged (over one week of continuous non-attendance), then you should



discuss it with your academic advisor in your home faculty, who may require documentation. That advisor
may then contact all of your instructors. See also: ‘Medical Accommodation Policy’ below.

Academic Accommodations
Senate language requires all requests for accommodation for a grade component of 10% or more to go to academic counselling. That
same section, however, allows for (and encourages) instructors to deal directly with accommodation requests for grade components less



Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: (https://www.uwo.ca/health/psych/index.html)
for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519-661-3030
(during class hours) or 519-433-2023 after class hours and on weekends.

Religious Accommodation

Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays and should give reasonable notice in writing (email), prior to
the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance.
Additional information is given in the Western Multicultural Calendar.

Other Student Support Services
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca

Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/

Special Requests: Special Examinations, Incompletes, Aegrotat Standing

Briefly, remember that | do not have the discretion to initiate, consider, and grant (or deny) such requests; you must go
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