
   
 

 
The University of Western Ontario 
Writing 1000F  – The Writer’s Studio 
Section: # .003 
Fall 2022 
 
Instructor:  Claudia B. Manley Email:  cmanley2@uwo.ca 
 
Time/Room: Tuesdays 9:30 – 12:20pm 
UC - 1220 

 
Office:  University College, Room 1426 

 
Office hours: Tuesdays 12:30 – 1:30pm, 
Wednesdays 11- noon, and by 
appointment 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 
 
DESCRIPTION 
Students are introduced to the creative process of writing through in-class exercises, 
peer workshop, analysis of creative texts, and a review of grammar, mechanics, and 
composition. Students learn strategies for idea generation in a variety of genres, 
composing a first draft, approaching revision, and effective editing and proofreading 
techniques. 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will have demonstrated the ability 
to 

1. identify the fundamental elements of creative writing; 
2. generate ideas in a variety of genres: poetry, fiction, creative non-fiction, 

drama/screenwriting 
3. analyze and respond critically to published writing and the work of their peers; 
4. identify and correct errors in composition, grammar, and mechanics; and 
5. incorporate feedback into revisions. 

 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS 

1. Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology by Nancy Pagh 
2. The Canadian Writer’s Handbook, Second Essentials Edition, by William E. 

Messenger, Jan de Bruyn, Judy Brown and Ramona Montagnes 
 
 

ASSIGNMENTS: 





attention. If and when this occurs, there are several ways to alleviate some of the 
discomfort or hurt you may experience: 
  

1. Discuss the situation privately with me. I am always open to listening to 
students' experiences, and want to work with students to find acceptable ways to 



Students should also carefully consider how they address me via email as well as the 
content of said email.  While we may engender an informal community in class, email is 
a mode of professional communication and should be treated that way.  Therefore, 
addressing me as “Hey Claudia!” should be recognized as inappropriate.  Please read 
this post on proper email etiquette:  medium.com/@lportwoodstacer/how-to-email-
your-professor-without-being-annoying-af-cf64ae0e4087#.oaxpj163i 
 
Please note that I only check my UWO e-mail Monday through Thursdays (10am – 



student’s other scheduled class times. If you are asked or ‘required’ to do this, you 
should immediately contact an academic counsellor in your Dean’s office. If you elect 
to miss a class in order to write such a test, that is your choice; your absence will not 
be excused. 
 
Send me a photo of your favourite animal, and I will add 2pts to your lowest 
assignment grade. 
 
Scholastic Offences, including Plagiarism 
"Scholastic Offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the 



flexibility. A student seeking academic accommodation for any work worth less than 
10% must contact the instructor or follow the appropriate Department or course 
specific instructions provided on the course outline.  
In arranging accommodation, instructors will use good judgment and ensure fair 
treatment for all students. Instructors must indicate on the course outline how they will 
be dealing with work worth less than 10% of the total course grade. In particular, 
instructors must indicate whether medical documentation will be required for absences, 
late assignments or essays, missed tests, laboratory experiments or tutorials, etc. 
Where medical 





had by phoning 519-661-3030 (during class hours) or 519-433-2023 after class hours 
and on weekends.  
 
Religious Accommodation  
Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays and should 
give reasonable notice in writing (email), prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an 



Week 2: The Elements of Poetry 
September 20 

 
Readings



o “Writing Stories” (pg. 156) 
o David Foster Wallace, “Incarnations of Burned Children” (pg. 269) 
o Aimee Nezhukumatathil, “The Witching Hour” (pg. 343) 
o Madeleine Thien, “Simple Recipes” (pg. 397) 
o Jeanette Winterson, “The Three Friends” (pg. 411) 

• Grammar: Sentences 
o Chapters 3 and 4 of The Canadian Writer’s Handbook 

Activity: 
• Flash Fiction Workshop 

 
 

Week 5: Voice and the Ethics of Storytelling 
October 11 

Note: This class meeting will take place online; details to be provided in class 
 
Readings: 

• Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology: 
o “Voice and Perspective” (pg. 119) 
o Taiaiake Alfred, “What I Think of When I Think of Skin” (pg. 208) 
o Shani Mootoo, “Out on Main Street” (pg. 333) 
o Richard Shelton, “The Stones” (pg. 387) 
o Priscila Uppal, “Sorry I Forgot to Clean Up After Myself” (pg. 404) 

• Grammar: The comma, the semicolon and the colon 
o Chapters 15-17 of The Canadian Writer’s Handbook 

 
**Assignment 2: Flash Fiction Due** 

 
 

Week 6: Writing Creative Nonfiction 
October 18 

 
Readings: 

• Write Moves: A Creative Writing Guide and Anthology: 
o “Writing Personal Essays” (pg. 173) 
o Dorothy Allison, “from Two or Three Things I Know for Sure” (pg. 213) 
o Ivan E. Coyote, “This, That and the Other Thing” (pg. 256) 
o Joy Harjo, “Suspended” (pg. 280 
o David Sedaris, “The Drama Bug” (pg. 377) 

• Grammar: The dash and parentheses 
o Chapters 17 and 18 of The Canadian Writer’s Handbook 

Activity: 
• Flash Creative Nonfiction Workshop 

 
 



Week 7: Writing Scripts 
October 25 

 
Readings: 

• Grammar: Common sentence “problems” I 
o 



 
Week 11: Publishing/Editing/Exam Prep 

November 29 
 

Activity: 
• Capstone Workshop 

 
 

Week 12: Review/Editing/Exam Prep 
December 6 

 
Activity: 

• Exam prep 
 

**Assignment 4: Capstone Assignment Due** 
 


