
 
 

 
 

 
 

Writing 2203 — 650 Writing for Publication: From Deadline to Headline 
Winter 2021 

 

Instructor: Melanie Chambers 

Email: mchambe4@uwo.ca 

 

 

Text: In lieu of a text, there will be a range of handouts and/or links to websites posted on the syllabus and the 

course OWL site for you to read.  



with the writing profession, you need to know that deadlines are crucial. For this reason, all assignments will be 

due on the date specified unless you negotiate an extension at least 48 hours in advance. Following any other 

policy would be an injustice to you as a future writer. Assignments are submitted electronically. In certain 

circumstances with my permission, you may also place them in the drop box outside Lawson, Room 3270. Late 

assignments will be penalized at 3 marks per day, including weekends. 

 

Attendance Policies  

 

Obviously we do not meet formally as a “class” in a Distance Studies course.  Therefore “attendance” and 

participation on the Discussion Board are intertwined. Distance Studies classes are generally self-paced, so you 

must attend class (defined as logging into our OWL section) and participate by introducing yourself, and posting 

questions and thoughts each week based on the given week’s set discussion topic) at least two times weekly. 

This means at least two separate posts per week (a week is defined as running from Monday to Sunday), at least 

one of which must be a “new” post rather than just a reply to someone else’s. Extended absences, defined as a 

failure to post into the OWL classroom for more than five consecutive days, must be coordinated with the 

instructor. 

 

Postings on the Discussion Board must have the following characteristics: 

 

 Must contribute something meaningful to the Board; 

 Must support your opinion with sufficient reasons or evidence; 

 Must display good grammar and organization. 

 

Postings should not: 

 

 Contain disrespectful or insulting language; 

 Be excessively long or excessively short; 

 Be unrelated to the week’s topic; 

 



The University Senate requires the following statements, and Web site references, to appear on course outlines: 

 

“Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the 

definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:  

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholoff.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com)/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medical.pdf
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/


Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, participation 

components and/or assignments worth less than 10% of their final grade must also apply to the Academic 

Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation.  Where in these circumstances the 

accommodation is being sought on non-medical grounds, students should consult in the first instance with their 

instructor, who may elect to make a decision on the request directly, or refer the student to the Academic 

Counselling office of their home Faculty. 

 

Students should also note that individual instructors are not permitted to receive medical documentation directly 

from a student, whether in support of an application for accommodation on medical grounds, or for other reasons 

(e.g. to explain an absence from class which may result in a grade penalty under an ‘Attendance’ policy in the 

course).  All medical documentation must be submitted to the Academic Counselling office of a student’s home 

Faculty. 

 

“Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help.” 

 

Special Requests:  Special Examinations, Incomplete Standing, Aegrotat Standing 

Please refer to the “Information for All Students in a Writing Course” for more detailed information.  Briefly, 

remember that your instructor does not have the discretion to initiate, consider, or grant (or not) such requests; 

you must go directly to the Dean’s office of your home faculty. 
   

NO ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER APRIL12, 2021.  OUTSTANDING WORK AS OF 

THIS DATE WILL RECEIVE A GRADE OF ZERO. 

 
Class Meeting Schedule 
 
 

Date Meeting focus Readings 

Week 1 Learn to write leads to a variety of 

story styles; using quotes 

Dissect a newspaper or magazine lead. 

Why does it pull you into the story and 

does it match what the story is about? 

Find a fresh quote. Tell your fellow 

students why it's compelling or not 
 

Award winning leads— 

 

https://www.poynter.org/news/and-winner-best-pulitzer-

prize-lead-2017 

 

Article on quoting – 

http://journalism.about.com/od/reporting/a/goodquote

s.htm 

10 Writing Tips – (see OWL) 

Article on Leads – (see OWL) 

 

 
 

Week 2 Developing news sense; write a local 

story  

Using the details provided in the lecture 

notes, write a practice news lead and 

story. Comment on each other`s stories: 

See sample localizing story posted on course site 

 

https://www.poynter.org/news/and-winner-best-pulitzer-prize-lead-2017
https://www.poynter.org/news/and-winner-best-pulitzer-prize-lead-2017
http://journalism.about.com/od/reporting/a/goodquotes.htm
http://journalism.about.com/od/reporting/a/goodquotes.htm


does the lead include enough details? Is 

it too long?  
Week 3 Discover magazine styles and 

http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html


http://journalism.about.com/od/writing/a/headlines.htm
http://journalism.about.com/od/writing/a/headlines.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj5IV23g-fE

