
                                  
 

Writing 1030G: Writing for Professional Success in Nursing 
Winter 2020/21     
 
Section #: 003 Email: cmanley2@uwo.ca 
Day/Time/Room: Office: Virtual 
Instructor:  Claudia B. Manley Office hours: email or by Zoom 

appointment 
  

 

Course Objectives 
This course introduces the basic grammatical and stylistic principles of good, clear, written 
English in the particular academic and professional context of Nursing.  As the calendar 
description of the course points out, emphasis will be put on “practical work and the 
development of writing skills for a variety of . . . genres appropriate to the profession” as well 
as integral to your progression as a Nursing student.  Among these genres will be patient case 
notes and formal researched writing.  More generally, the course aims to help you develop “the 
ability to communicate information, arguments, and analyses accurately and reliably, orally and 
in writing to a range of audiences” (Ontario Council of Academic Vice Presidents’ statement on 
University Undergraduate Degree Level Expectations, 24 October 2005). 
 
Students who successfully complete Writing 1030G should be able to do the following: 

¶ Write with a greater degree of clarity, confidence, and critical self-awareness 
¶ Understand what constitutes effective and correct written communication in a 

variety of rhetorical situations (and why) 
¶ Distinguish between primary and secondary sources (research vs. review 

materials) and grasp the methods of finding and sorting through such sources 
¶ Understand what is at stake in conducting a review of scholarly literature and 

produce an annotated bibliography 
¶ Integrate source materials into written assignments both ethically and correctly, 

using APA documentation 
¶ Develop and deliver a brief presentation based on research  
¶ Work effectively with classmates, giving and receiving useful, constructive 

feedback 

 
Required Texts 
Arntfield, M., & Johnston, J. (2016). Healthcare Writing: A Practical Guide to Professional 

Success.  Peterborough: Broadview Press. 
 

mailto:cmanley2@uwo.ca
https://bookstore.uwo.ca/shipping-information


  

 
https://redshelf.com/book/1569071/healthcare-writing-1569071-9781460405840 
 
https://www.vitalsource.com/products/the-canadian-writers-handbook-kobo-william-e-
messenger-jan-de-v9780199025596?term=9780199025596 
 
 

Course Requirements 
       
Quizzes (2x 7.5%)   

 

15% 

Assignment #1: Critical Analysis Essay (500 words) 10% 

Assignment #2: Patient Report (750 words) 10% 

Assignment #3: Scholarly Essay (1250-1500 words)  20% 

                          Literature Review   5% 

                          Research Presentation (5 minute 
recorded   voice-over, 5-7 slides) 

10% 

Participation (Discussion postings/responses) 10% 

Final Exam (“Take-home” Critical Analysis Essay) 20% 

 
Assignment Format 
Written assignments are to be typed and double-spaced.  All assignments must have your 
name, course name, section number, and instructor’s name on the first page. When using 
sources in a paper, you will be expected to follow APA standards for documentation, as detailed 
in The Canadian Writer’s Handbook sections 37B, or Chapter 8 of Healthcare Writing. 
 
Submitting Assignments  
Assignments are due, uploaded to our OWL site by the date specified on the schedule.  Late 
assignments will be penalized a full letter grade unless I have granted you an 
extension.  You must talk to your instructor about extensions ahead of the due date; they are 
not automatic.  
 
In this course you will be required to submit the final version of each of your written 
assignments electronically, through OWL, to Turnitin.com.  Do not email assignments. Also, be 
aware that you are responsible for keeping copies of all assignments submitted.  
 
When submitting assignments on Owl, please title your papers thusly: Last 
Name_Essay # (for example, Manley_2). 
 
 
Attendance and Participation 

It should go without saying that attendance at class is required to improve as a communicator. 
The most successful classrooms—physical or online—
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Your class discussion grade will be based on whether you have sufficiently fulfilled the posting 
requirements, which are listed in more detail below.  In general, the grade will be determined 
by 1) the quality of your posts each week and 2) the number of quality posts you make. 
 

1) Quality of Posting 
All posts on your tutorial discussion forum must 
¶ Contribute something meaningful to the board. 
¶ Support your response with sufficient reasons and/or evidence. 
¶ Demonstrate that you have either completed the assigned lecture and/or textbook 

reading (and/or that you have read your classmates' posts). 
¶ Display good grammar and organization. 

 
Posts should not 
¶ Employ disrespectful, insulting, or offensive language.  Note in particular that the 

use of racist language or any language that works against the values of 
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion will not be tolerated.  

¶ Be unrelated to the weekly topic. 
¶ Be too 



  important and deserving of attent>> . If and when this occurs, there are several ways to alleviate some of the discomfort or hurt you may experience:   1.  Discuss the situat>>  privately with me. I am always open to listening to students' experiences, and want to work with students to find acceptable ways to process and address the issue.  2.  Discuss the situat>>  with the class. Chances are there is at least one other student in the class who had a similar 11sponse to the material. Discuss>>  enhances the ability for all class pad [cipants to have a fuller understanding of context and impact of course material and class dis cuss>> s.   3.  Notify me of the issue through another source such as your academic advisor, a trusted faculty member, or a peer. If for any reas>  you do not feel comfortable discuss>ng the issue directly with me, I encourage you to seek out another, more comf ortable avenue to address the issue.   Communication  All students are required to have a  active UWO e -mail account and to check it regularly between class meet>ngs.  It is the primary way that I communicate with you outside of class.  There will be no acc ommoder>> s made for students who miss assignments or important messages because their UWO account is full and not receiving new e -mails.  You are also to have a working knowledge of our Owl website.  There will be required onl>ne discuss>> s assigned thro ughout the semester.   Students should also carefully co sider how they address me via email as well as the content of said email.  While we may engender an informal community in class, email is a mode of profess>> al communicat>>  and should be treated tha

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


 

 

/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic_Consideration_for_absences.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic_Consideration_for_absences.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf


  

/health/psych/index.html
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo


  

Week 5: 
Feb. 8-12 

Effective Sentences: Active vs. Passive 
Voice, Parallelism 
 
Commas, Semicolons, Colons 
[Discussion] 
 

CWH: Ch. 4e-i, 5h, 8h; Ch. 15-17, 25 (all) 
HW: Ch. 6 (pg. 125-31, 142-4) 
 

 
Reading Week 

Week 6: 
Feb. 22-26 

Assignment 2 Due (Friday by 
before midnight) 
 
Effective Sentences: Modifiers, Diction 
Dashes and apostrophes 
 

Plan your research: Literature review 
 

 
 
 
CWH: Ch. 5d-g; 18-24 (all), 32l-n; Ch. 7e, 14 (all), 
Ch. 33 (all) 
HW: Ch. 6 (pg. 131-3, 139-41), Ch. 8 (pg. 173-82) 

 

31, 


