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2101F: Introduction to Expository Writing 
Fall 2021 / Section 650 

Course Description and Objectives 
“An introduction to the basic principles and techniques of good writing. The course will 
emphasize practical work and the development of writing skills for a variety of subjects and 
disciplines.” By “practical work,” this course description from the calendar means to indicate 
that you will spend much of your time in this course writing, responding to the writing of others, 
and revising your work in light of the responses you receive to it. Consequently, in this course 
you will not only produce written texts, but also develop a critical eye for examining the written 
texts of others, both professionally-written and written by others in your class.  

The calendar course description also points to the development of writing skills in “a variety of 
subjects and disciplines.” While it would simply not be possible to study and write in all the 
genres that are used across a complex university such as Western, you will be asked to write in 
more than one genre. When you do so, pay attention to the rules/constraints of that genre and 
study how those rules give you clues to what is regarded as “good writing” for the genre you are 
writing in. Try to develop a conscious awareness (metaknowledge) about the rules for writing 
well and how they shift depending on the context for writing. 

More generally, the course aims to contribute to your development of an “ability to communicate 
information, arguments, and analyses accurately and reliably, orally and in writing, to a range of 
audiences” (Ontario Council of Academic Vice-Presidents’ statement on ‘University 
Undergraduate Degree Level Expectations,’ 24 October 2005). 

Required Text 
Messenger, William E., Jan de Bruyn, Judy Brown, and Ramona Montagnes. The 
Canadian Writer’s Handbook. Second Essentials Edition. Oxford University Press: Don 
Mills, 2017. 

Course Requirements 
       



Assignment Format 
You must submit an electronic version of the final draft of each essay, in a doc or docx format. 
Essays must be double-spaced in a standard serif font (e.g., Times New Roman), and they must 



Postings on the Discussion Board must have the following characteristics: 

• They must contribute something meaningful to the Board. 
• They must support your opinion with sufficient reasons or evidence. 
• They must display good grammar and organization. 

Postings should not 

• contain disrespectful, insulting, or offensive language; 
• be excessively long or excessively short (three to six well-developed sentences is 

an appropriate range, unless instructions specify otherwise); 
• be unrelated to the week’s topic; or 
• say things that do not contribute anything (e.g. “I agree with you” or “nice 

comment”). 

Note that attendance as defined in this section is mandatory in this course. Failure to meet the 
minimum posting requirements as defined above for any week where there is Discussion will 
result in your earned final grade in this course being reduced by 3%. That penalty is cumulative 
to a maximum of five weeks. Failure to meet the minimum posting requirements for five or 
more weeks where there is Discussion will result in your earned final grade being reduced by 
15%. 

Email Policy 
When you contact me using OWL Message, you can expect a response within twenty-four hours. 
If you email me using Outlook/Western email, you can expect a response within one week. If 
you email me using a non-UWO account, you will not receive a response. If I foresee that I 
cannot respond to emails within times listed above, I will post an announcement on OWL. 

Scholastic Offences, including Plagiarism  
The University Senate requires the following statements, and Web site references, to appear on 
course outlines:  

“Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf.”  

Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an 
idea, or a passage of text from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using 
quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. 
Plagiarism is a major academic offence (see Scholastic Offence Policy as above).  

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 

http://www.turnitin.com
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%2520Accommodation_disabilities.pdf


Policy on Academic Consideration for Student Absences - Undergraduate Students in First Entry 
Programs 
and for the Student Medical Certificate (SMC), see: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf. 

Religious Accommodation 
Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should give 
reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if 
their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance. Additional information is 
given in the  Western Multicultural Calendar. 

Special Requests (Special Examinations, Incomplete Standing, Aegrotat 
Standing) 
Please refer to the “Information for All Students in a Writing Course” for more detailed 
information.  Briefly, remember that your instructor does not have the discretion to initiate, 
consider, or grant (or not) such requests; you must go directly to the Dean’s office of your home 
faculty. 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Health and Wellness http://
www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519.661.3030 (during class 
hours) or 519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends. 

Support Services 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca  
Student Support Services  https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login  
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/  
Academic Support and Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 

  

Class Schedule 

Dates Topic Readings

Week 1 
September 
8-19 

Introduction to the course 
Go over syllabus 
Essay 1: Rhetorical 
Analysis assigned

/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/


Week 3 
September 
27-Oct. 3




