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Assignments 

 

1. Local news story     15%  Due by Oct. 8 

2. Profile of classmate     30%  



may result in your final grade in the course being reduced by 10% (e.g. an earned final grade of 

80% will be reported as a final grade of 72).  

Although this is an online course, you are expected to check into the OWL site on a regular basis, to read the 

material and your fellow students’ comments, participate in online discussions and to interact online with your 

fellow classmates by workshopping your drafts as much as online allows you.  This policy will be waived only 

for medical or compassionate reasons. If your absence is extended and prolonged (over one week of continuous 

non-attendance), then you should discuss it with your academic advisor in your home faculty, who may require 

documentation. That advisor may then contact all of your instructors. See also:  ‘Medical Accommodation 

Policy’ below. 
                                          

Note:  a class meeting missed in order to write a test, exam, or other form of ‘make-up class’ in another 

course 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com)/


http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_12
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_12


http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_10
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_10
/health/psych/index.html
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/


Week 1 
 

https://www.poynter.org/reporting-editing/2018/and-the-winner-for-the-best-pulitzer-prize-lead-in-2018-is%c2%85/
https://www.poynter.org/reporting-editing/2018/and-the-winner-for-the-best-pulitzer-prize-lead-in-2018-is%c2%85/
https://www.poynter.org/reporting-editing/2018/and-the-winner-for-the-best-pulitzer-prize-lead-in-2018-is%c2%85/
http://journalism.about.com/od/reporting/a/goodquotes.htm
http://journalism.about.com/od/reporting/a/goodquotes.htm
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html
http://www.thestar.com/life/fashion_style/2012/01/02/mickey_man_covers_body_in_whimsical_world_of_disney.html


Week 6 Query letters/Other types of stories  

 

How to pitch stories to editors. We’ll 

do an exercise where you pretend 

you are an editor who just received a 

sample query letter provided? Would 

you accept it? Why or why not?  

 

Front of the book stories and service 

articles 
 

21 Rules for Writing Stellar Query Letters  posted on 

OWL 

 

Sample Query Letter with Analysis 

 
 

Week 7 Feature writing 

How do features differ from news 

story? What elements make for a 

good feature and how do you go 

about developing a story that can be 

done in a relatively short time. 
 

See sample feature articles posted for this week. 

 

Feature article tips 

 

Sample feature with analysis 
 

Nov. 2 - 8 
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Week   

No Classes 

 

 
 

 

 
Week 8 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Week 9 

Research techniques. Where to 

find data, research and content 

 

http://journalism.about.com/od/writing/a/headlines.htm
http://journalism.about.com/od/writing/a/headlines.htm


Week 11 Online ethics and copyright.  

Discuss the provided ethical situation 

you might find yourself in as a writer 

and decide what you would do in this 

scenario. In light of what you’ve 

learned about copyright this week, do 

you feel any differently about 

downloading various materials 

without paying for them? 
 

Watch Harlan Ellison video -- 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj5IV23g-fE 

 

An article on recycling your work (on OWL) 
 

Week 1

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj5IV23g-fE

