_ Department of English and Writing Studies

WRITING 1000F:
THE WRITERS’ STUDIO
FALL 2020

Section: 650

Professor: Michael Fox

Email: mfox52@uwo.ca or OWL email

Office: UC 3429 (just so you know, though | doubt we’ll see each other there!)
Office Hours: Email; Zoom Wednesdays 10:00-12:00 (or by appointment)

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES

DESCRIPTION

Students are introduced to the creative process of writing through in-class exercises, peer
workshop, analysis of creative texts, journaling, essay writing, and a review of grammar, mechanics,
and composition. Students learn strategies for idea generation in a variety of genres, composing a
first draft, approaching revision, and effective editing and proofreading techniques.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course, students will have demonstrated the ability to
1. identify the fundamental elements of creative and essay writing;
2. generate ideas in a variety of genres: poetry, fiction, creative non-fiction,

drama/screenwriting;

3. analyze and respond critically to published writing and the work of their peers;
4. identify and correct errors in composition, grammar, and mechanics; and
5. incorporate feedback into revisions.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
1. Imaginative Writing: The Elements of Craft, 4th Edition, Penguin Academics Series by Janet
Burroway, 2014 (available at The Bookstore at Western)
2. The Canadian Writer’s Handbook: Essentials Edition, Oxford University Press, 2012
(available at The Bookstore at Western)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Method of Evaluation Grade Value Deadline
Mid-term Portfolio (image poem, setting 30% Week 5
description, analysis)

Narrative Assignment Proposal 15% Weeks 7t0 9
Narrative Assignment (Final Draft with 35% Week 12
Revision Notes)

Exam 20% TBA

Total 100%
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EXAM

The exam will test the skills that you have developed over the course of the semester in terms of
your writing ability (purpose, coherence, cohesion, style, and grammar) and your understanding of
the fundamental elements of creative writing as discussed in weekly units and in course readings.

PEER WORKSHOP & DISCUSSION

Peer workshops make up a large part of this course. Students who do not participate in each
workshop and or who fail to submit drafts will receive a 5% deduction on their assignment for
that workshop.
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guotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations.
Plagiarism is a major academic offence (see Scholastic Offence Policy as above).

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database
for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the
service is subject to the licensing agreement currently between The University of Western Ontario
and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).”

PREREQUISITES
The University Senate requires the following statement to appear on course outlines:

“Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean
to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record.This
decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are
dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.”

ACCOMMODATION POLICY
Note: the official Western Accommodation Policy appears below. This is in effect, but may be
modified temporarily by the university during the academic year as conditions change.

Students with disabilities work with Accessible Education (formerly SSD) which provides
recommendations for accommodation based on medical documentation or psychological and
cognitive testing. The accommodation policy can be found here: Academic Accommodation for
Students with Disabilities.

Academic Consideration for Student Absence

Students will have up to two (2) opportunities during the regular academic year to use an on-
line portal to self-report an absence during the term, provided the following conditions are met:
the absence is no more than 48 hours in duration, and the assessment for which consideration
is being sought is worth 30% or less of the student’s final grade. Students are expected to
contact their instructors by email within 24 hours of the end of the period of the self-reported
absence. Students are not able to use the self-reporting option in the following circumstances:

f for exams scheduled by the Office of the Registrar (e.g., December and April exams)

I absence of a duration greater than 48 hours,

f assessments worth more than 30% of the student’s final grade,

I ifastudent has already used the self-reporting portal twice during the academic year

If the conditions for a Self-Reported Absence are not met, students will need to provide a
Student Medical Certificate if the absence is medical, or provide appropriate documentation if
there are compassionate grounds for the absence in question. Students are encouraged to
contact their Faculty academic counselling office to obtain more information about the relevant
documentation.

Students should also note that individual instructors are not permitted to receive documentation
directly from a student, whether in support of an application for consideration on medical grounds,
or for other reasons. All documentation required for absences that are not covered by the
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Self-Reported Absence Policy must be submitted to the Academic Counselling office of a
student's Home Faculty.

For Western University policy on Consideration for Student Absence, see

Policy on Academic Consideration for Student Absences - Undergraduate Students in First Entry
Programs

and for the Student Medical Certificate (SMC), see:

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policiesStu
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WEEK/UNIT 4: Discussion: “A Plague of Tics” Textbook Readings: Imaginative Writing: “Creative

Oct 5-9 Grammar: Run-on Sentences Nonfiction,” p. 225-255 and The Canadian Writer’s
Writing Exercise: The Photograph Handbook: “Comma Splices” and “Run-ons,” p. 49-50
Prepare Mid-Term Portfolio for OWL Handouts: Run-on Sentences, “A Plague of Tics”
Unit5 by David Sedaris (audio)

WEEK/UNIT 5: Mid-term Portfolio Due (30%) Textbook Readings: Imaginative Writing: “Voice,” p.

Oct 13-16 Dialogue Exercise 47- 61, “Drama,” p. 328-367

WEEK/UNIT

OWL Handouts: Point of View (PDF), “The Neighbour”
by Deep Shankaran and “Reunion” by John Cheever




