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Writing 2101: Introduction to Expository Writing 
Winter 2019 (January 7—April 9, 2019) 
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Course Requirements 

 Assignment Due Date 

Essay 1: Rhetorical Analysis (20%) Rough Draft: End of Week 2 
Final Draft: End of Week 4 

Essay 2: Inform or Persuade (30%) Rough Draft: End of Week 6 
Final Draft: End of Week 8 

Essay 3: Researched Argument 
(40%)  

Rough Draft (partial if need be): End 
of Week 10 
Final Draft: Last day of class 

Discussion Boards (10%) Ongoing 

                                                                                                                                                                               

Class Schedule 

Dates Topic Readings 

Week 1 
(Jan 7-13)  

Introduction to the course 
Go over syllabus 

The Writing Process: Planning, Writing, and 
Revising the Whole Essay Chapter 1a-1g 

Week 2 
(Jan 14-20)  

Rough Draft for Assignment 1 
due January 20 in the discussion 
board 

Rhetorical Analysis (Lecture Material) 
Chapter 26: Formatting an Essay 
Chapter 29: Titles  

Week 3 
(Jan 21-27) 

Peer review workshop for Essay 1 
in the discussion board 

Chapter 1h-1i: Revising, Editing, and Final 
Draft Preparation 
Chapter 2: Paragraphs 

Week 4 
(Jan 28-Feb 
3)  

Assignment 1 Final Draft due: 
February 3 
 

Writing Effectively: Verb Choice, Agents  
Chapter 8: Verbs  
Chapter 15: The Comma 
 

Week 5 (Feb 
4-10) 

 Chapter 4: Working with Sentence Elements to 
Create Variety and Emphasis 
Ch
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another reader and getting to read how someone else has approached the assignment. Peer review will be 
accomplished on the discussion forum where instructions will also be provided. 
  
You are responsible for keeping copies of all assignments submitted in case we need to discuss your writing 
and if you want to submit it for the annual Marie Smibert Writing Program Student Achievement Prize in 
April. 
 

Attendance/Participation 
Obviously, we do not meet formally in a Distance Studies course. Therefore, attendance and participation 



discuss it with your academic advisor in your home faculty, who may require documentation. That advisor 
may then contact all of your instructors. See also: ‘Medical Accommodation Policy’ below.  

 
Medical Accommodation Policy 
For the UWO Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness, see 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/


Please refer to the “Information for All Students in a Writing Course” for more detailed information.  
Briefly, remember that I do not have the discretion to initiate, consider, and grant (or deny) such requests; 
you must go directly to the Dean’s office of your home faculty. 

Scholastic Offences, including Plagiarism 

The University Senate requires the following statements, and Web site references, to appear on course 
outlines: 

  
“Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf. 
  
Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words.  Whenever students take an idea, 
or a passage of text from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation 
marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations.  Plagiarism is a major 
academic offence (see Scholastic Offence Policy as above).   
  
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism 
detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism.  All papers submitted for 
such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of 
detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system.  Use of the service is subject to the 
licensing agreement currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com 
(http://www.turnitin.com).”  

Prerequisites 
The University Senate requires the following statement to appear on course outlines: 
  
“Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to 
enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision 
may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from 
a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.” 
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