
 

 

     
 

 
Writing 2202F 
Winning Your Argument: Rhetorical Strategy in a Visual Age 
Fall 2016 

 

Section 650 

 

Instructor: Dr. J. Johnston 

Email: jjohns6@uwo.ca 

Office: UC 2429 

Office hours: Wed. 9:30-11:30 (or by appt.) 
 

 
Course Description and Objectives 

 

Argument: n. 1. An exchange of differing or opposing views, typically a heated or angry one; 2. A reason 

or set of reasons given with the aim of persuading others than an action or idea is right or wrong; 3. A 

summary of the subject matter of a book.  

 --from The Oxford American Dictionary, 2005, p. 82 

 

Rhetoric: n. 1. The art of effective or persuasive speaking or writing, esp. the use of figures of speech or 

other compositional techniques; 2. Language designed to have a persuasive or impressive effect on its 

audience, but is often regarded as lacking in sincerity or meaningful content. 

 --from The Oxford American Dictionary, 2005, p. 1452 
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presentation and persuasion, and considers diverse types of prose across multiple disciplines, focusing on 

an analysis of visual rhetoric and argumentation, including websites, advertisements, and other visual 
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deconstruct, and revise various types of arguments, considering the concerns of audience expectation, 

purpose, and rhetoric



  

�x analyze language and purpose as it appears in a variety of cultural contexts and rhetorical 

situations. 



  

Note that extensions may be granted for the writing assignments and quizzes, but not for class discussion 

or peer review.    

 

 

Attendance and Participation  

 

The most successful class



  

(before midnight), as noted on the class schedule. You must then respond to at least two of your 

classmates' drafts by that Friday at midnight. You will have specific items to respond to for each 

assignment. Failure to upload a sufficiently complete draft and/or to participate by reviewing at 

least two other students' drafts will result in the earned marked for that assignment being reduced 

by 10%. For example, an earned mark of 78 will receive a mark of 70.  

 

Note that in of the three weeks when there is an assigned peer review forum, your posting a draft and 

responding to the drafts of others will take the place of regular class discussion. 

 

 

Attendance policies 

 

The very nature of this course requires that you attend regularly to do well. If you miss more than two 

weeks of class your final grade will be penalized 10%.  If you miss more than three weeks, your final 

grade will be penalized 15%.  As explained above, not "attending" class is defined as not posting in the 

class discussion at all.  This attendance policy will only be waived for medical or compassionate reasons 

as outlined in the updated "Medical Accommodation Policy" below. 
 

 

Scholastic Offences, including Plagiarism 

The University Senate requires the following statements, and Web site references, to appear on course 

outlines: 
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specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:  

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf. 
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