Western University
Writing 2214F T Creative Nonfiction: Memoir, Memories, & Disclosure
Fall 2018

Section: # .001 Email: cmanley2@uwo.ca
Time/Room: Thursdays 2:30 — 5:20 Office: University College, Room 1426
UCC-58

Instructor: Claudia B. Manley Office hours: Wednesdays 12 — 1pm,

Thursdays 1 — 2pm, and by appointment

Course Description:

In this course you will explore the fundamentals and challenges of creative nonfiction in
the forms of the essay and memoir. The goal of this practice-based class is two-fold: to
acquaint you with the variety of creative nonfiction published and to provide you with






attendance), then you should discuss it with your academic advisor in your home faculty, who


http://www.turnitin.com)/



http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medical.pdf
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

Assignment Breakdown:

In-class work (20%6)

In-class work is essential to success in this course. This mark is based on your ability to take
class concepts and apply those concepts to the feedback you provide to your classmates and to
the discussion of class readings. It also includes your in-class writing assignments (explained
below) and participation in class discussions as well as any other written work completed during
class. Distinct elements are detailed below.

Discussion Leaders: Students will sign-up to help lead the discussion on class
readings. For each reading, one or more (depending on final class size) person(s) will be
responsible for leading discussion on at least two points. You should have a couple of
additional points at the ready in case one of yours overlaps with another discussion
leader’s; however, leaders should coordinate their discussion questions to avoid
duplication. Please note — you are not asked to lead the entire discussion of the reading
but to bring to the class thoughts on and questions about the readings n






Weekly Breakdown

Week | Date Reading Assignment Due
1 September | Introduction — What is Creative Nonfiction?
6 In-class reading
2 September | “Repeat After Me” — David Sedaris Draft of Essay 1
13 Essay 1 workshop
3 September | “The Visitor” — Michael Cox Essay 1 due
20 “Embalming Mom” — Janet Burroway
4 September | “If You Knew Then...” — Ryan Van Meter
27 “A Small Place” - Jamaica Kincaid
5 October 4 | Essay 2 workshop Draft of Essay 2
6 October Fall Break No class meeting
11
7 October “The Essayist Is Sorry for Your Loss” - Essay 2 due
18 Sara Levine
“Living Like Weasels” — Annie Dillard
8 October “Blur” — David Shields (online)

25




