
 

 
 
The University of Western Ontario 
Writing 2214G  – Memoir, Memories, & Disclosure 
Section: # .650 
Winter 2018 
 
Instructor:  Claudia B. Manley Email:  cmanley2@uwo.ca 
 
Office:  3270 Lawson Hall 

 
Office hours: Wednesday 12-2pm and 
by appointment 

 
Course Description: 



 
Submitting Assignments  



 However, if you miss a total of three full weeks of class, your final grade will be 
reduced by 10% (e.g. an earned final grade of 80% will be reported as a final 
grade of 72).  

 If you miss a total of more than three weeks of class meetings, your final grade 
will be reduced by 15% (e.g. an earned final grade of 80% will be reported as a 
final grade of 68).  

 
This policy will be waived only for medical or compassionate reasons. If you have good 
reasons for waiving an absence of one class meeting (e.g. if you’ve missed three hours, 
and need or want to miss another class meeting) discuss these reasons with your 
instructor within one week of that absence. If your absence is extended and prolonged 
(over one week of continuous non-attendance), then you should discuss it with your 
academic advisor in your home faculty, who may require documentation. That advisor 
may then contact all of your instructors. See also:  ‘Medical Accommodation Policy’ 
below. 
 

Note:  a class meeting missed in order to write a test, exam, or other form of 
‘make

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


http://www.turnitin.com)/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/


 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain 
help. 
 

Special Requests:  Special Examinations, Incomplete Standing, Aegrotat 
Standing 
Please refer to the “Information for All Students in a Writing Course” for more detailed 
information.  Briefly, remember that your instructor does not have the discretion to 
initiate, consider, or grant (or not) such requests; you must go directly to the Dean’s 
office of your home faculty.  
  

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/


Assignment Breakdown: 
 
 
Workshop/Forum Participation (15%) – To be completed by mid-week 
(Wednesday) 
In-class work via forum participation is essential to success in this course.  This mark is based 
on your ability to take class concepts and apply those concepts to the feedback you provide to 
your classmates and to the discussion of class readings.  For each class reading you are 
required to upload an original response to at least one question and to respond to at least one 
other classmate’s answers to other questions posed in the forum. 
 
Discussion Leader Responsibility (10%):  Students will be assigned to lead the discussion 
on class readings. For each reading, two or more people will be responsible for coming up with 
discussion points.  Please note – you are not asked to lead the entire discussion of the reading 
but to bring to the class thoughts on and questions about the readings in an effort to prompt a 
class discussion.  You are required to come up collaboratively with at least four discussion 
questions for a reading. 
 



be very intensive. Students will read all essays in their group and provide constructive feedback 
for one another.  A revised version of your essay is due one week later.  
 
Hybrid Nonfiction Project (15%)  
Concept workshop:  Week 10: March 19 - 23 
Pair Workshop:  Week 11: March 26 - 30  
Final Hybrid Project due:  Last day/Friday of Week 12 
Each student will create a hybrid nonfiction piece.  These pieces may include film, photographs, 
performance, excerpts from other works, and more. Students will workshop ideas first and then 
a draft version of their project.  The final version of the piece is due the end of week 12. 
 
Exercise Revision (1,000 – 1,250 words max) (15%) 
Due: Last day/Friday of Week 11: March 30 
Incorporating in-



Weekly Breakdown 
 

Week Readings/Podcasts/Videos Forums/Assignments 

Week 1: 
Getting 
Started 
Jan. 8 - 12 

Welcome Video 
Lee Gutkind podcast 
Introduction 
What is Creative Nonfiction? 
Listen to This American Life Podcast 

Post introduction 
This American Life forum 
Writing Prompt 

Week 2 
Jan. 15 - 19 

The Use of Digression lecture 
“The Essayist Is Sorry for Your Loss”  - Sara 
Levine (280 – 290) 
“Living Like Weasels” – Annie Dillard (148 – 
152) 

Reading forum postings 
Writing Prompt 

Week 3 



30 Hybrid pair workshop 


