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Western University 
Visual Arts Department 

 
 
 
Course Description:  
 
SA 2620B will explore the expressive and creative potential within the languages of painting and 
int
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PARTICIPATION IN ALL CRITIQUES IS MANDATORY. If you do not have accommodation, 
missing a critique without prior consultation will automatically result in a 0 (zero) grade for 
that Project. 

• Due Dates: Students are responsible for making themselves aware of all assignments and due 
dates. Students are expected to complete all assignments by due dates for critique. Failure to 
complete assignments or present completed work in scheduled critiques without prior consultation 
with the instructor will result in a failing grade. With prior discussion, students can hand in late work 
with 2% per day deducted from the assignment (Monday to Friday, weekend considered one day). 
No late work will be accepted 3 weeks, or later, after the assigned due date (grade = 0). Work 
handed in on the due date can always be reworked after it has been graded to be reconsidered for 
a grade.  Resubmission will not be accepted on work that was handed in after the due date. 

• SA 2620A/B ChatGBT and AI use policy: Do not use them! Your own original ideas, both written 
and visual, are more interesting than what AI can produce. If you need to use AI in the planning 
stages for any assignment, please speak with the instructor. 

 
The Resubmission Process is as follows:

https://owl.uwo.ca/portal
https://www.uwo.ca/coronavirus/health-safety.html
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Support Services: 
There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not limited to: 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca  
Student Support Services  https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login  
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/  
Academic Support and Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Health and Wellness 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519.661.3030 (during class hours) or 
519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends. 
 
Health and Wellness: 
Western offers a variety of counselling services and several mental health resources for students. If 
you or a friend are feeling overwhelmed, confused or unsure of your mental health state, please 
don’t ignore it. There are steps you can take to help yourself or help others. Western provides 
several on-campus health-related services to help engage in healthy living while pursuing your 
degree. For example, to support physical activity, all students receive membership in Western’s 
Campus Recreation Centre. Further information regarding health and wellness-related services 
available to students may be found at http://www.health.uwo.ca/.  
If you are in emotional or mental distress should refer to Mental Health Support at Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/  for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 
Gender Neutral Bathrooms: 
There are two gender neutral bathrooms in the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre (JLVAC). One is 
located in the Artlab and is open only during Artlab hours. A second single stall gender neutral 
bathroom can be found on the third floor of the JLVAC. Here is a list of inclusive washrooms at 
Western: http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf. 
Please contact the Administrative Officer, Meghan Edmiston (meghan.edmiston@uwo.ca), for card 
access to the elevator and stairs if you are in need of the 3rd floor gender neutral/accessible 
washroom for the academic year. 

 
STATEMENT ON GENDER-BASED AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE  
Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing 
compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events. If you have 
experienced gender-based or sexual violence (either recently or in the past), you will find 

http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf
mailto:meghan.edmiston@uwo.ca
https://www.president.uwo.ca/gbsv/
https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
mailto:support@uwo.ca
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Professionalism: (includes attending and participating in all classes and workshops, coming to 
class with the materials you need to work that day, cleaning up after yourself and treating other 
students and their artworks respectfully). Students arriving unreasonably late (30 minutes late or 
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Studio Art Grading Rubric 
 

90-100 (Outstanding, A+) - The studio work shows significant originality and exhibits a high 
degree of critical engagement. Sophisticated analysis and synthesis involving complex theoretical 
and conceptual thinking are demonstrated. Mastery of complex ideas is immediately evident. The 
studio work has originality, clarity and ambition. The project is treated with sensitivity and 
subtlety of thought. The quality of the background preparation and research, engagement with 
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Western University 

Visual Arts Department 
 
POLICIES: 
 

Prerequisite Checking: 
You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites and 
that you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites may not be used as basis of 
appeal. If you are not eligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time, and you will 
receive no adjustment to your fees. These decisions cannot be appealed. 
 
Plagiarism:  
Plagiarism, which may be defined as “The act or an instance of copying or stealing another’s words 
or ideas and attributing them as one’s own,” will not be tolerated. (Citation excerpted from Black’s 
Law Dictionary, 1999, 7th ed., p. 1170). This includes presenting the visual or aural work of 
another creator as your own. Visual or Aural Plagiarism may involve both hand-based media such 
as drawing, painting, printmaking and sculpture, as well as digital media such as photography, 
video and sound. It includes work subsequently manipulated or transferred between different 
media, as well as self-plagiarism – work submitted for assignments previously produced and graded 
for another course. Similar to textual plagiarism, all student work involving the visual or aural work 
of others must be appropriately cited/identified whether in print or orally. Failure to do so will lead 
to similar academic penalties as those identified in Western’s Academic Calendar.  
 
SA 2620A/B ChatGBT and AI use policy: Do not use them! Your own origi nal ideas, both writ t en 
and visual, are more inter es t i ng than what AI can produce. If you need t o use AI in the planning 
stages for any assignment, please speak with the inst r uct or. 

 
Student Conduct: 
All students will conduct themselves in a manner that will be consistent with the maturity and 
academic integrity expected of university students. Student conduct shall be consistent with the 
general laws of the community and with University regulations. Students shall show regard and 
respect for the rights, safety, and property of all members of the University community and are 
expected to act in a responsible manner within the University and the community at large. 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf 
 
Academic Sanctions: 
In instances of non-payment of prescribed tuition and other fees, the University shall seal the 
academic record. When an academic record is sealed, the student will not be able to: a) view 
grades; b) register in future courses; c) receive transcripts or a degree diploma; d) obtain admission 
or readmission. 
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If a student requires Academic Accommodation for the course material, they can contact 
Western’s Academic Support & Engagement department. http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/ 
Academic Consideration: 
The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic responsibilities may, on 
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an SMC completed by the attending physician, the student must request documentation sufficient 
to demonstrate that their ability to meet their academic responsibilities was seriously affected. 
 
Attendance: 
Under university regulations, if someone misses more than 15% of their classes (15% is equivalent 
to missing 8 hours of Lecture and/or Studio Lab, due to absence or lateness, or a combination of 
both, per semester) without written corroboration for health or bereavement, students can be 
debarred from participation in final evaluations and/or assignments. 
Note that if a student is consistently absent from a 3-hour class for 1 hour, they will exceed the 15% 
cutoff and be debarred; assignments may stop being accepted and such assignments will receive a 
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