
 

 

Art History 3676G: Lessons by Design 
(2023-24: Winter Term) 
Online course 
 
 
Prerequisites: 1.0 from Art History 1640 or the former VAH 1040 or two of Art History 1641A/B – 
1649A/B or the former VAH 1041A/B – 1045A/B or 1.0 essay course from Arts and Humanities, 
FIMS, or Social Science, or permission of the Department. 
   
Description: This courseone. In other words, you’ll be adopting one text and will be solely responsible for it 

throughout the term. Every two weeks you'll be making and submitting a 5-7-minute narrated 
PowerPoint presentation (or equivalent), serving as a report on the portion of your textbook you'll 
have read up to that time. The presentations will be posted on the OWL course site. Additionally, 
you'll be writing a 7-page (1600-1750 words) analysis of your initial presentation and every two 
weeks you'll be modifying that 7-page analysis to incorporate the new material you'll subsequently 
present every two weeks. In other words, the analysis of your text for this course will remain 7 
pages in length, however, you'll be adding information as the course progresses so that by the end 
of the term the whole book will be presented and discussed in 7 pages. You absolutely cannot 
exceed the 
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4. There will be two take-home tests during the term 
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A Few Important Resources, Rules, and Regulations: 
 
Policy on AI Tools: 
In this course, students are permitted to use AI tools exclusively for information gathering and  
preliminary research purposes. These tools are intended to enhance the learning experience by 
providing access to diverse information sources. However, it is essential that students critically evaluate 
the obtained information, exercise independent thinking, and engage in original research to synthesize 
and develop their own ideas, arguments, and perspectives. The use of AI tools can serve as a starting 
point for exploration, however students are expected to uphold academic integrity by appropriately 
attributing all sources and avoiding plagiarism. Assignments should reflect the student’s own 
thoughts and independent written work. By adhering to these guidelines, students contribute to a 
responsible and ethical learning environment that promotes critical thinking, independent inquiry and 
allows them to produce original written contributions. 
 
Prerequisite Checking: 
You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course prerequisites and that 
you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites may not be used as basis of appeal. 
If you are not eligible for a course, you may be removed from it at any time, and you will receive no 
adjustment to your fees. These decisions cannot be appealed. 
 
Plagiarism:  
Plagiarism, which may be defined as “The act or an instance of copying or stealing another’s words or 
ideas and attributing them as one’s own,” will not be tolerated. (Citation excerpted from Black’s Law 
Dictionary, 1999, 7th ed., p. 1170). It includes, but is not limited to, the unauthorized use of AI tools 
such as ChatGPT to create content that is submitted as one’s own. In this course, students are permitted 
to use AI tools exclusively for information gathering and preliminary research purposes. Students must 
however critically evaluate the obtained information, exercise independent thinking, and engage in 
original research to synthesize and develop their own ideas, arguments, and perspectives. The use of 
AI tools can serve as a starting point for exploration, however students are expected to uphold 
academic integrity by appropriately attributing all sources and avoiding plagiarism. Assignments 
should reflect the students own thoughts and independent written work. Plagiarism also includes 
presenting the visual or aural work of another creator as your own. Visual or Aural Plagiarism may 
involve both hand-based media such as drawing, painting, printmaking and sculpture, as well as 
digital media such as photography, video and sound. It includes work subsequently manipulated or 
transferred between different media, as well as self-plagiarism – work submitted for assignments 
previously produced and graded for another course. Similar to textual plagiarism, all student work 
involving the visual or aural work of others must be appropriately cited/identified whether in print or 
orally. Failure to do so will lead to similar academic penalties as those identified in Western’s 
Academic Calendar. 
 
Student Conduct: 
All students will conduct themselves in a manner that will be consistent with the maturity and academic 
integrity expected of university students. Student conduct shall be consistent with the general laws of 
the community and with University regulations. Students shall show regard and respect for the rights, 
safety, and property of all members of the University community and are expected to act in a 
responsible manner within the University and the community at large. 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf 
 
Academic Sanctions: 
In instances of non-payment of prescribed tuition and other fees, the University shall seal the academic 
record. When an academic record is sealed, the student will not be able to: a) view grades; b) 
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register in future courses; c) receive transcripts or a degree diploma; d) obtain admission or 
readmission. 
The above prohibitions shall be in force until such time as indebtedness to the University, including 
payment of fee for removal of the seal, has been cleared to the satisfaction of the University. 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategor
y&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Su
bHeading_169 
 
Additional Course Material Request Policy: 
For online courses the material may be presented in a variety of ways at the instructor’s discretion. 
Requests for additional material can only be made in cases necessitating academic accommodation. If 
a student requires Academic Accommodation for the course material, they can contact Western’s 
Academic Support & Engagement department. http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/ 
 
Academic Consideration: 
The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet their academic responsibilities may, on 
occasion, be impaired by medical illness. Illness may be acute (short term), or it may be chronic (long 
term), or chronic with acute episodes. Academic Consideration provides students with consistent, fair, 
and pedagogically appropriate consideration, without compromisi (u)-0.8 (i).6 (d)8.6ho-2.c o.ca/
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A Western Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a student is seeking 
academic consideration. This documentation should be obtained at the time of the initial consultation 
with the physician/nurse practitioner or walk-in clinic. An SMC can be downloaded at  
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf. 
 
Documentation from Student Health Services: 
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Permission re: Promotion: 
You grant permission for Western University to reproduce your name, information describing your 
artwork, representations of your work and any other information you have provided for the purpose 
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Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing 
compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events. If you have 
experienced gender-based or sexual violence (either recently or in the past), you will find information 
about support services for survivors, including emergency contacts, here. To connect with a case 
manager or set up an appointment, please contact support@uwo.ca.  
 
Gender Neutral Bathrooms: 
There are two gender neutral bathrooms in the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre (JLVAC). One is located 
in the Artlab and is open only during Artlab hours. A second single stall gender neutral bathroom can 
be found on the third floor of the JLVAC. Here is a list of inclusive washrooms at Western: 
http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf. 
Please contact the Administrative Officer, Meghan Edmiston (meghan.edmiston@uwo.ca), for card 
access to the elevator and stairs if you are in need of the 3rd floor gender neutral/accessible 
washroom for the academic year. 
 
Multiple Choice Exams: 
Computer-
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Grading Rubric (Art History/Museum and Curatorial Studies): 
 
90-100 (Outstanding, A+) The writing shows significant originality and exhibits a high degree of 
critical engagement. Sophisticated synthesis and analysis of the theoretical and conceptual dimensions 
of the topic are demonstrated. Mastery of complex material and ideas is immediately evident. The 
topic is treated with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. The quality of the background research is 
exemplary. Regarding research, all major secondary sources pertaining to the topic have been 
consulted and proper citation has been used. 
 
80-89 (Excellent, A) The writing shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement. 
Writing is probing through the use of comments and/or questions, and is clearly focused and logically 
organized. The quality of writing immediately engages the reader. Mastery of complex materials and 
ideas is demonstrated. The writing is of appropriate length, and demonstrates mastery of techniques 
so that results are meaningful and not simplistic. Regarding research, a majority of the secondary 
sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted and proper citation has been used. 
 
75-79 (Very Good, B+) The writing shows above average analysis, critical thinking and independent 
thought. Written claims are supported by ample evidence and the components of the topic are well-
researched and presented. The work is addressed in reasonable depth and/or breadth and covers 


