
 
 

Visual Arts, Art History 

History of Photography  
AH 2650G – Winter 2023 

 

Helen Levitt, New York, c1971 
 

Professor Sarah Bassnett  
Email – sarah.bassnett@uwo.ca 
Office hours – Tuesdays 2 – 2:30 pm on Zoom 
Class time: access new course material each week on Mondays @ 10 am  

 
Teaching assistants  
Blessy Augustine - baugusti@uwo.ca 
Emily Cadotte - ecadotte@uwo.ca 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course takes a thematic approach to issues and debates in the history of photography. 
Throughout the course, we look at the work of key photographers, discuss ideas by important theorists 
and historians, and consider how photographs relate to the social, political, and artistic context in 
which they were produced. We examine the social and cultural role of photography, including how 
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ASSESSMENTS 
 

DUE DATES & GRADING  
Assignment  Due date  Grading  
Participation on VoiceThread Weekly 15% 
Quizzes on readings and lectures Weeks 2 to 8 25% 
Final written assignment March 13 @ 10 am to March 19 @ 11 pm 30% 

Visual analysis essay April 6 @ 11 pm 30% 

 
PARTICIPATION 15% 
The participation portion of your grade will be based your contributions to online discussions and 
activities in VoiceThread. Please note that even though the course is asynchronous, there is a weekly 
schedule. You are expected to complete course work on a weekly basis, and this includes 
contributions to online discussions. 

 
WEEKLY QUIZZES 25% 
�7�K�H���Z�H�H�N�O�\���T�X�L�]�]�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���O�H�F�W�X�U�H���Y�L�G�H�R�V�����Z�H�H�N�V�������W�R���������D�U�H���P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H���F�K�R�L�F�H���I�R�U�P�D�W���D�Q�G��
are completed in OWL. Each quiz has five questions. Use these quizzes to help guide your reading 
and for feedback on how well you are understanding the lecture material. Any quiz that is not 
completed on time will receive a grade of 0. The lowest quiz grade will be dropped when final grades 
are calculated. 

 
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 30% 
The written assignment is based on the weekly readings and lecture videos and assesses the weekly 
learning outcomes. The assignment is comprised of short answer and essay questions. You will have 
approximately one week to complete this, in addition to the lessons assigned for that week. 

 
VISUAL ANALYSIS ESSAY 30%  
Using the guidelines for visual analysis provided, write a 6 page / 1800-word essay that compares two 
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petition and supporting documents have been received and assessed, appropriate academic accommodation 
�V�K�D�O�O���E�H���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���'�H�D�Q�¶�V���2�I�I�L�F�H���L�Q���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�R�U���V�������$�F�D�G�H�P�L�F��
accommodation may include extension of deadlines, waiver of attendance requirements for 
classes/labs/tutorials, arranging Special Exams or Incompletes, re-weighting course requirements, or granting 
late withdrawals without academic penalty. Academic accommodation shall be granted only where the 
documentation indicates that the onset, duration and severity of the illness are such that the student could not 
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Academic Accommodation  
For Western’s complete Policy on Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities see 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/academic_policies/rights_responsibilities.html. Please visit the Accessible Education 
for assistance with a academic accommodation. Students who want to request academic accommodation must 
register with the Centre, meet with a counselor, and provide appropriate documentation. See 
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html for more information. 

 

Absences on Religious Holy Days  
For purposes of this policy “the University has approved a list of dates which are recognized religious holidays 
which require members of those religions to be absent from the University; this list is updated annually and is 
available at departmental, Deans' and Faculty advising Offices.” For Western’s Policy on Religious Holidays see 
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/academic_policies/rights_responsibilities.html. 

 

Professionalism & Privacy 
 

 
 
 
 

 

In addition to following the Student Code of Conduct Western students are expected to 
adhere to the following expectations of professional conduct: 

  Students are expected to follow online etiquette expectations 

   �$�O�O���F�R�X�U�V�H���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���L�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�R�U���V�����D�U�H���F�R�S
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The writing shows less than adequate engagement with the topic and with the material covered by the course. 
The writing is a less than adequate summary of sources and/or is considerably off-topic. Written facts are stated 
inaccurately or ambiguously; the writing style is difficult to follow; there is insufficient elaboration to permit 
reader's comprehension of relations among ideas; little judgment is shown in selecting detail for inclusion in the 
text. Regarding research, few s
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