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Western University  
Department of Visual Arts  

 
Course: SA 2643 Introduction to Sculpture and Installation  
Term: Fall 2020- Winter 2021  
Time: Mondays & Wednesdays 8:30- 11:30 
Location: Synchronous online & sculpture studios VAC 130|130A 
Professor: Soheila Kolahdouz Esfahani  
email: skolahd@uwo.ca  
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 11:00 – 12:00 (online) or by appointment (online or in-person) 
Office: VAC 
TA: Rebecca Sutherland; rsuther8@uwo.ca  

Course Description 

This course introduces students to contemporary processes used in three-dimensional construction. 
Students will experiment with a variety of new and used materials and construction methods in order to 
learn how to use the tools in the sculpture studio, as well as basic construction techniques. In addition 
to technical development, the course will emphasize the exploration of conceptual and critical 
approaches in contemporary sculpture and installation. This course provides an opportunity for students 
to experiment with both technical and conceptual aspects of three-dimensional practices through 
technical lessons/exercises, major projects, readings, presentations, and critiques. 

mailto:skolahd@uwo.ca%E2%80%AF
mailto:rsuther8@uwo.ca
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Assessment 
 
Project 1: Assemblage; due October 19th       10%  
Project 2: Collaborative installation in the Artlab; due November 23rd   10%  
Project 3: Wooden planar sculpture; due December 7th                                      15%  
Project 4: Text-based conceptual installation; due February 8th    10%  
Project 5:  Clay sculpture; due March 1st       15%  
Project 6: 
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parameters and tends to be simplistic. Engagement with studio production demonstrates less than a 

basic mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, engagement with process and 

outcome of the studio production is less than satisfactory.  

Below 50 (Unacceptable, F) - The studio work demonstrates a failure to comprehend/engage the topic. 

The studio work is incomplete and lacks redeeming creative merit. The work clearly does not meet the 

minimal requirements of the assignment. Background preparation and research, enga
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Prerequisites 
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For the 2020-2021 academic year the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre will be available by card access only 
for students who have in-person classes in the building. 

Permission re: Promotion 

You grant permission for Western University to reproduce your name, information describing your 
artwork, representations of your work and any other information you have provided for the purpose of 
display, promotion and publicity either now or in the future. 

By installing your artwork in the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre, you grant Western University an 
irrevocable, perpetual, royalty-free world-wide licence to photograph your artwork and use such 
photograph(s) for the promotion of your artwork and/or Western University, including, without 
limitation, advertising, display, editorial, packaging, promotion, television, social media, the Department 
of Visual Arts website, flickr, Twitter, Instagram etc.). Students wishing to not have their work 
photographed should not exhibit it in the Visual Arts Centre, Artlab Gallery or Cohen Commons. As the 
area is open to the public, students, faculty, staff and other visitors will not be prohibited from 
photographing your artwork while on exhibit at the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre.  

You otherwise retain all ownership in your artwork. 

Artwork Installation Liability Release 

You understand that the area where your artwork will be hanging or displayed is unsupervised and is in 
a part of the building that may be open to the public, day and evening, whether or not the building is 
open. Western University accepts no responsibility for damage to, or loss of, artwork at any time while 
on display or while being transported to or from the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre. By displaying your 
artwork in the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre, you accept all risk of loss or damage to your artwork.  
Western University does not provide insurance for the artwork on exhibition. If you wish to insure 
artwork, it is your responsibility to do so. 

Removal 

Western University reserves the right to dispose of artwork not picked up by April 15th of each year. 

Academic Sanctions 

In instances of non-payment of prescribed tuition and other fees, the University shall seal the academic 
record. When an academic record is sealed, the student will not be able to: a) view grades; b) register in 
future courses; c) receive transcripts or a degree diploma; d) obtain admission or readmission. 

The above prohibitions shall be in force until such time as indebtedness to the University, including 
payment of fee for removal of the seal, has been cleared to the satisfaction of the University. 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&
Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeadin
g_169 

Support Services 
 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.shs.uwo.ca/student/studenthealthservices.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
https://uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/


8 
 

Health and Wellness 
 
Western offers a variety of counselling services and several mental health resources for students. If you 
or a friend are feeling overwhelmed, confused or unsure of your mental health state, please don’t 
ignore it. There are steps you can take to help yourself or help others. Western provides several on-
campus health-related services to help engage in healthy living while pursuing your degree. For 

http://www.health.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclusive_washrooms.pdf
mailto:jslauen@uwo.ca

