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Western University, Department of Visual Art 
 

SA 2621 – Introduction to Painting 
 

Professor: Sky Glabush  Time: Tue - Thur: 11:30-2:30 
Course: SA 2621  Office Hours: Mon. 12:30-1:30 
Section: 001  Email: sglabush@uwo.ca 
Location: online  Phone:  661-2111 ext. 86845 

 
 

Course Description 
 

SA 2621 will explore the expressive and creative potential of the language of painting. 
Students will be exposed to a variety of materials and working methods and engage in 
experimentation with the physical and critical processes of producing two-dimensional 
art.  As an introductory course, emphasis will be given to perceptual development.  As 
the term proceeds theoretical and critical issues will be integrated into the assignments.  
The course materials will be shared online through instructor presentations, group 
critiques and discussions, technical demonstrations, assigned readings, and studio 
projects.  

 
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 

 
Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

¶ Demonstrate technical, analytical and critical awareness of a wide range of 
material and conceptual problems specific to the visual arts 

¶ Demonstrate a working knowledge of historical and contemporary issues 
relevant to the development and evaluation of a visual arts practice 
specifically within the fields of drawing and painting 

¶ Demonstrate technical and analytical competence necessary for continued 
development within the program 

 
 

Course Requirements 
 
Assigned Readings: 
 
The course includes required readings, followed by student and instructor led 
discussions and presentations designed to foster a working knowledge of the field of 
contemporary painting. Assigned readings will be made available through OWL.  
 
Participation and Attendance: 
 
Due to the physical nature of painting and drawing, there will be a lot of in-class work.  
Students should be prepared, however, to spend a minimum of one hour working 
outside of class for every hour of class time.  Attendance is mandatory. Students are 
expected to show up to every class, on time, and with the appropriate material and must 
clean up after themselves at the end of each class.  Missing more than 15% of classes 
(including late arrival and early departure) without prior consultation with the instructor 
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Medical Policy: 
Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 
participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply 
to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic 
accommodation cannot be granted by the instructor or department.  
 
Mental Health Policy: 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 
Students are expected to complete all assignments on the due date for critiques. Failure 
to complete assignments without prior consultation with instructor may result in a failing 
grade.  Assignments must be submitted in a protective portfolio with each assignment 
clearly labeled, dated and separated.  Failure to hand in assignments in a professional, 
organized manner may result in instructor declining to grade portfolio. 
 
It is expected that students take notes on all lectures, presentations, and class 
discussions.  A sketchbook or journal should be brought to each class along and the 
Course Outline. 
 
Evaluation and Critiques: 
 
As an instructor I will attempt to provide an environment of respect and security in which 
students will be encouraged to engage in a wide latitude of experimentation.  In this 
environment of mutual respect there will be regular critiques of student projects in which 
participation is mandatory.  Participation will be evaluated and constitute a portion of 
the final grade.  Grades for this course are based upon the submission of class 
assignments and failure to submit projects will result in the subsequent loss of their 
respective percentage of the final grade. Each student is responsible for knowing the 
assignments, procedures, and due dates. Students are expected to complete all 
assignments by the due date; failure to do so may result in a failing grade (F). Requests 



3 

 
 



4 

 
 

D     50 – 59%  Marginal - The studio work shows less than adequate engagement 
with the topic and with the material covered by the course. The studio 
work waivers in its attempt to respond to assignment parameters and 
tends to be simplistic. Engagement with studio production 
demonstrates less than a basic mastery of techniques. Background 
preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of 
the studio production is less than satisfactory. 
 

F     below 50% Unacceptable - The studio work demonstrates a failure to 
comprehend/engage the topic. The studio work is incomplete and 
lacks redeeming creative merit. The work clearly does not meet the 
minimal requirements of the assignment. Background preparation and 
research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio 
production is unacceptable. 
 

 
*It is important to note that it is the student’s responsibility to ensure successful 
completion of all course prerequisites and that he or she has not taken an antithetical 
course.  Lack of prerequisites may not be used as the basis of appeal.  If not eligible for 
a course the student may be removed from it at any time and will receive no fee 
adjustment.  These decisions cannot be appealed. 

Supplies: 
 

(Please note that the material list is a rough guide and that students may be required to 
purchase further materials). 

 
Drawing Supplies: 

- Sketchbook  
- bulldog clips 
- drawing board 24” x 30”  
- 24” X 30” pad of watercolour paper 
- 20 sheets of Mayfair cover or cartridge paper  
- Newsprint pads 22” x 28” 
- Full range of graphite pencils from 2H to 8B 
- Conte (red, white, black, and umber including soft and hard), charcoal including 

vine, compressed, and willow 
- Bottle of Chinese or Indian Ink 
- Sharp knife (either X-acto or Olfa with replaceable blades) 
- Gum eraser and kneadable eraser 
- Pencil sharpener 
- Scissors 
- acrylic gel (use Golden soft matte if possible) 

 
Acrylic Paint: (feel free to add to these if you already have paint, but these colours are 
essential) 

- cadmium red  
- cadmium yellow 
- raw umber 
- cobalt blue 
- sap green 
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- titanium white 
- mars or bone black  
- gesso 
 

Brushes: 
- #1, #2, #6, #8 round bristle 
- #2, #4, #8 bright bristle 
- an assortment of cheap house painting brushes including a flat 2-inch 

 
Supports and Other: 

- canvas (to be discussed) 
- masking tape (variety of sizes) 
- large container (for holding water to clean brushes) 
- wood for building canvas supports (or “stretchers”) to be discussed 
- bar of laundry soup and or dishwashing detergent 
- paper towels or rags  
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¶ 

6666
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Safety and Maintenance Sheet Painting Studio, Room 230 

 
Faculty Responsibilities: 

¶ Inform students about safe use of toxic materials and solvent storage and ensure 
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Department of Visual Arts  

 
POLICIES 
Student Conduct: 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2014/pg113.html
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The Student Development Centre (WSS room 4111; tel: 519-661-3031; www.sdc.uwo.ca) offers a wide 
range of useful services to students including workshops on learning skills, career and employment 
services, and an effective writing program, amongst many more. 
 
The D.B. Weldon Library offers orientation tours from the first week of classes until Thanksgiving, 
where you will get acquainted with the numerous research resources available. As well, the University 
libraries have an extremely useful website where you can search the library system, the databases, 
view your circulation record, renew materials, access your UWO e-mail account, and much more. 
Check it out at: www.lib.uwo.ca. 
 
Financial Aid Services is your main source of information for OSAP, bursaries, loans, scholarships, and  
the work-study program which offer part-time positions on campus for Western students.  
Tel: 519-661-2100; e-mail, finaid@uwo.ca; or check out their website at 
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/student_finances/financial_counselling.html 
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