
Western University
Department of Visual Arts
VAS3340
Advanced Photography

Term/Session: ! Fall 2015!
Time! ! Tuesday 11:30am - 2:30pm! ! !  
Location! VAC 139!
Professor !      Colin Carney ccarney@uwo.ca ! ! !
Office Hours      Tuesday 10:30 - 11:30 am  Rm 241B

Course Description/Objectives:  

This course is designed to introduce students with a foundational understanding of photography to a 
broad spectrum of critical approaches and advanced techniques using key moments in photographic 
history as a guiding influence through structured projects. Students will develop a body of work which 
acknowledges these histories by responding to thematic projects, designed to offer opportunities for 
exploring individual interests and expanding technical proficiency. 

Students are expected over the course of the year to both complete a thematic written assignment and 
make a seminar presentation which will expand upon content introduced in course lectures. The major 
evaluation component of this course is the execution of the assigned projects. Specific criteria and rubrics  
relat

explicit nature, containing for example, scenes or depictions of sexual and/or violent acts. Students must 
accept that by taking this course they have consented to viewing such material. If this poses a problem 
for a student, for whatever reason, it must be BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE INSTRUCTOR 
IMMEDIATELY (DURING THE FIRST CLASS). 

Learning Outcomes:

Depth and Breadth of Knowledge
Students will acquire the range of skills required to engage in the material practice being studied, and will 
have a thorough understanding of the genesis of those skills historically

Re: Knowledge of Methodologies
Students will gain an understanding of the critical potential of the medium, be able to identify various 
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Course Fee: $30.00

Course Requirements:

Attendance: 

Attendance, punctuality and preparedness for class are critical, as the teaching methods used will include 
class critiques, lectures and studio work. Under University regulations, if a student misses 15% of their 
classes, without written corroboration for health or bereavement, they can be debarred from participation 
in final evaluations and/or critiques. 

Studio Work: 

Class time will be devoted to lectures, tutorials, demonstrations, presentations, critiques and studio work 
time, allotted to the students of this class to occupy the darkroom exclusively for their own purposes to 
complete assignments. The student is expected to spend an amount of time equivalent to the courses’ 
assigned 3 hour weight working towards meeting course requirements outside of class time. 

Students are required to observe all specified mandatory safety protocols governing lab and studio use. 

Assignments/Late Assignments: 

Students are expected to complete all assignments on time. Failure to complete assignments without 
prior arrangements with the instructor will result in a failing grade. With prior discussion, students may 
hand in late work with a 10% deduction from the assignment. Extensions will be given upon official 



The studio work shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement. The work is clearly 



Materials: 

A small-format, digital, single-lens reflex camera (D-SLR) is required for this course (minimum 6MB image 
file adequate). In some cases, a higher-quality, point-and-shoot camera with creative control functions 
may be acceptable. Some digital cameras are available at the Visual Arts department sign-out office. 
Students will find it useful to have a 'memory stick,' or, external hard drive, for the storage and transfer of 
larger digital files. A USB card-reader may be useful for transferring images from the camera's memory 
card to lab computers, especially if your DSLR uses a proprietary memory card (eg. Sony, Olympus). 
Students should expect to produce their own digital files or negatives and prints, and, buy their own paper 
and other materials. 

Digital photography is also supported in the department through the media lab. We currently have a 44" 
wide format Epson ink jet printer to produce various hard copies of digital files.

Large Format printing requires at least 1 week's advanced notice. 

Please submit quote requests to jbeltra3@uwo.ca with the subject line: PRINTING.

Current charges for digital printing with the Visual Arts Epson digital printer is approximately $6.00 per 
LINEAR FOOT. We have 44" wide roll of paper with lustre and matte finish. The large-format printer is 
reserved for Graduate use, however, some exceptions can be made if negotiated in advance. Cheaper, 
and faster, printing for small, or medium format, prints can be obtained from: Imprint at UCC; Forest City 
Image Works, Kinko’s, Blacks, Mercury Printers, and even Walmart. 

The University of Western Ontario
Visual Arts Department

POLICIES
Student Conduct:
All students will conduct themselves in a manner that will be consistent with the maturity and academic 
integrity expected of university students. Student conduct shall be consistent with the general laws of the 
community and with University regulations. Students shall show regard and respect for the rights, safety, 
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Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 
participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply to the 
Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic accommodation 
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