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As well as the success in meeting the above criteria, grades will be assessed as follows: 
90-100 (Outstanding, A+) 
The studio work shows significant originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement.  Sophisticated analysis and synthesis 
involving complex theoretical and conceptual thinking are demonstrated. Mastery of complex ideas is immediately evident. The 
studio work has originality, clarity and ambition. The project is treated with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. The quality of the 
background preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is exemplary. 
 
80-89 (Excellent, A) 
The studio work shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement. The work is clearly focused and intelligently 
presented. Mastery of complex ideas is demonstrated. The studio work has clarity and ambition. The quality of the studio production 
immediately engages the viewer. The studio work has been sufficiently developed and demonstrates mastery of techniques so that 
results are compelling. Background preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is 
impressive. 
 
75-79 (Very Good, B+) 
The studio work shows above average analysis, critical thinking and independent thought. It demonstrates a clear awareness of the 
parameters of the assignment and a very good attempt to respond creatively to them. The work demonstrates reasonable depth 
and/or breadth and engages in a production that is appropriate to the level of the course. The quality of studio work engages the 
viewer and demonstrates above-average mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, engagement with process and 
outcome of the studio production is very good. 
 
70-74 (Good, B) 
The studio work shows a satisfactory attempt at analysis and critical thinking. It shows a good attempt to respond to assignment 
parameters. The work demonstrates some depth and/or breadth, making references to appropriate course material/art context. The 
studio production engages the viewer and demonstrates a sufficient mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, 
engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is satisfactory. 
 
60-69 (Competent, C) 
The studio work demonstrates adequate engagement with the project. It shows an attempt to respond to assignment parameters but 
does so at a very basic level that lacks creativity. Engagement with studio production demonstrates basic mastery of techniques. 
Background preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio production is competent. 
 
50-59 (Marginal, D) 
The studio work shows less than adequate engagement with the topic and with the material covered by the course. The studio work 
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  The University of Western Ontario 
Visual Arts Department 

 
Safety and Maintenance Sheet 

Drawing and Foundations 
 

Faculty Responsibilities: 

 Inform students about safe use of toxic materials and ensure that students are following safe procedures. In case of an 
emergency, call 911. 

 Instruct students in the proper use of the spray booth in room 230 if they wish to use aerosol fixatives. (The door of the 
booth must be closed when in use.) 

 At the end of each class, return props and drapes to the model closet. 

 At the end of each class, r

https://owl.uwo.ca/portal/site/owldocs
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/medical.pdf
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/
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The University of Western Ontario 
Visual Arts Department 

 
POLICIES 

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/
mailto:finaid@uwo.ca
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/student_finances/financial_counselling.html


 7 

VAS 3300 First Semester Syllabus 
 

*Meant to give you an indication of what you will need for each class. Basic tools and ample paper supply should be 
brought to (or at least be available to use) every class. Other materials will be added and so this list will be 
discussed/updated the week before they are required.  
 

Date Activities Discussion Topics Materials & Deadlines 

 
Sep. 15 

Course Introduction 
WA1: Poem Piece 

Material Requirements; 
Assignments; Evaluation; 
Questions;  

 

 
Sep. 22 

Critique WA1 
WA2: Too Much to Draw 

Observation, shorthand, depth, 
tone, space…. 

Grey (or other mid-
tone) Drawing Paper 
(20 x 30”);willow 
charcoal; conté; 

 
Sep. 29 

Critique WA2;  
WA3: Just Looking 

Observation, visual 
consciousness, thinking and 
seeing 

Paper,  
White gouache;  
Tape, silver wire
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Dec. 1 

Student Presentations Contemporary Drawing Practices Due: Sketchbooks 

 
Dec. 8 

Student Presentations Contemporary Drawing Practices  

 
 


