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images discussed in the paper should be clearly reproduced, numbered, captioned and 

referenced in the body of the body of the paper (e.g. fig. 1, fig. 2). Captions can be placed 

directly below the image or contained in a separate list of figures and the images 

themselves can either be embedded in the text or placed in sequence at the end. All 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2014/pg113.html
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One of the most important resources for course counselling, special permissions, course changes, grade appeals, etc., is the 
Undergraduate Chair of Visual Arts, Prof. David Merritt (tel. 519-661-3440; vaugc@uwo.ca). Please note, however, that 
should you encounter any serious difficulties due to illness, family emergency, etc., you should consult the Academic 
Counselor for your Faculty.  Faculty of Arts and Humanities is located in IGA Building, Room 1N20 (Ms. Amanda Green and 
Mr. Ben Hakala are the counselors for A&H). 
 
The Student Development Centre (WSS room 4111; tel: 519-661-3031; www.sdc.uwo.ca) offers a wide range of useful 
services to students including workshops on learning skills, career and employment services, and an effective writing 
program, amongst many more. 
 
The D.B. Weldon Library offers orientation tours from the first week of classes until Thanksgiving, where you will get 
acquainted with the numerous research resources available. As well, the University libraries have an extremely useful website 
where you can search the library system, the databases, view your circulation record, renew materials, access your UWO e-
mail account, and much more. Check it out at: www.lib.uwo.ca. 
 
Financial Aid Services is your main source of information for OSAP, bursaries, loans, scholarships, and  
the work-study program which offer part-time positions on campus for Western students.  
Tel: 519-661-2100; e-mail, finaid@uwo.ca; or check out their website at 
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/student_finances/financial_counselling.html 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The University of Western Ontario 

Department of Visual Arts 

 

Undergraduate Grading Guidelines - Art History 

 
These guidelines are benchmarks that are not to be followed as rigid regulations. They will be 
adjusted as appropriate to take into account the level of the course and any specific instructions 
given by a professor. For example, grades in first-year courses are generally lower than in fourth 
year.  

 
90-100 (Outstanding, A+) 

The writing shows significant originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement. 
Sophisticated synthesis and analysis of the theoretical and conceptual dimensions of the topic are 
demonstrated. Mastery of complex material and ideas is immediately evident. The topic is treated 
with sensitivity and subtlety of thought. The quality of the background research is exemplary. 
Regarding research, all major secondary sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted and 
proper citation has been used. 

 
80-89 (Excellent, A) 

The writing shows originality and exhibits a high degree of critical engagement. Writing is probing 
through the use of comments and/or questions, and is clearly focused and logically organized. 
The quality of writing immediately engages the reader. Mastery of complex materials and ideas is 
demonstrated. The writing is of appropriate length, and demonstrates mastery of techniques so 
that results are meaningful and not simplistic. Regarding research, a majority of the secondary 
sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted and proper citation has been used. 

 
75-79 (Very Good, B+) 

The writing shows above average analysis, critical thinking and independent thought. Written 
claims are supported by ample evidence and the components of the topic are well-researched 
and presented. The work is addressed in reasonable depth and/or breadth and covers material 
appropriate to the course. Written analysis is organized around focal points and the development 
of the argument is easily followed. The writer demonstrates an above average ability to write in an 
intelligible style and to condense material meaningfully and with a concern for priorities of that 

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/
mailto:finaid@uwo.ca
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material. Regarding research, a representative selection of secondary sources pertaining to the 
topic has been consulted and proper citation has been used. 

 
70-74 (Good, B) 

The writing shows a satisfactory attempt at analysis and critical thinking. Written claims are 
supported by reasonable evidence. The work is addressed in some depth and/or breadth, with 
references to the appropriate literature and course material. Written analysis is organized around 
focal points. The text is generally well written and well argued. Regarding research, a somewhat 
limited selection of secondary sources pertaining to the topic has been consulted and proper 
citation has been used. 

 
60-69 (Competent, C) 

The writing demonstrates adequate engagement with the topic. The writing is on topic and is a 
reasonable response to material covered in the course, but goes no further. Written facts are 
stated accurately; the quality of writing is sufficiently intelligible with enough elaboration and 
enough connections made between ideas to permit a reader to understand the point of the text. 
Regarding research, an insufficient number secondary sources pertaining to the topic has been 
consulted but proper citation has been used. 

 
50-59 (Marginal, D) 

The writing shows less than adequate engagement with the topic and with the material covered by 
the course. The writing is a less than adequate summary of sources and/or is considerably off-
topic. Written facts are stated inaccurately or ambiguously; the writing style is difficult to follow; 
there is insufficient elaboration to permit reader's comprehension of relations among ideas; little 
judgment is shown in selecting detail for inclusion in the text. Regarding research, few secondary 
sources pertaining to the topic have been consulted; proper citation may or may not have been 
used. 

 
Below 50 (Unacceptable, F) 

The writing demonstrates a failure to comprehend the topic. Written material is disorganized and 
unintelligible. The work clearly does not meet the minimal requirements of the assignment. 
Regarding research, secondary sources pertaining to the topic have not been consulted and 
proper citation has not been used. 

 


