
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

SENATE BY-LAWS 

N.B.: For continuity of ease and reference, certain specific provisions within The 
University of Western Ontario Act (1988) are cited at the beginning of the 
particular Articles of these By-Laws to which they are relevant. 

 
I.  OFFICERS 
 

Note:  The UWO Act (1988), Section 24(3) provides that: 
 

"The Vice-Chancellor shall be the Chair of the Senate, and a vice-chair 
shall be elected from among its members in such a manner as the 
Senate may establish." 

 
1. The duties of the Chair shall be to preside at meetings and carry out such 

other duties as the Senate may from time to time prescribe. 
 
2.  a) The Vice-Chair of Senate shall be elected annually at the first regular 

meeting of Senate held after the first day of April. 
 

b) In the absence of or at the request of the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall 
preside at meetings or fulfill any other duties of the Chair. 

 
c) The Vice-Chair shall be a member of the Operations/Agenda 

Committee, ex officio. 
 
3. In the case of the absence of the Chair and the Vice-Chair the Senate may 

appoint one of its members to act as Chair for the time being and the member 
so appointed shall act and have all the powers of the Chair. 

 
4.  a) The Secretary of the Senate, as the executive officer of Senate, shall 

be responsible for ensuring that the day-to-day business affairs of the 
Senate are conducted in an orderly and efficient manner, for the 
recording and dissemination of the work of the Senate and its 
Committees, for the provision of advice on the proper interpretation 
and application of the By-Laws, Rules, Policies, Procedures and 
Academic Regulations of the Senate, and such other duties as the 
Senate may from time to time prescribe. (See also By-Law X.) 

 
b) The Secretary shall maintain a Minute Book, a copy of the Senate 

By-Laws and Rules of Order, and any other public documents of the 
Senate, which shall be open for the inspection of any person at 
reasonable times. 
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http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/senate/rules.pdf


SENATE BY-LAWS  
 
 

Page 5 
 
 
 
 

only to those bodies subject to the sole authority of Senate and, for the purpose of 
these By-Laws, are not Inclusive of the Councils of the various Faculties and 
Schools. 
 
1. The Senate shall establish a Nominating Committee, an Operations/Agenda 

Committee, and such other Committees, Councils or Boards, either standing 
or ad hoc, as from time to time it may deem advisable. 

 
2. Unless otherwise provided by Senate, all Committees, Councils and Boards 

shall report only to Senate. 
 
3. Unless otherwise provided by Senate, all Senate Committees, Councils and 

Boards may establish subcommittees, either standing or ad hoc. 
 

The Terms of Reference of any subcommittee so established shall not be 
inconsistent with those of the parent Committee, Council or Board. 

 
4.     a)   The Chair of Senate shall be a member, ex officio, of Senate 

Committees and Councils. 
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If a member of a Committee or Subcommittee is not a member of Senate at 
the time of election or appointment but should become a member of Senate 
subsequently, his/her classification will then become that of a member of 
Senate. 

 
13.   a) A member elected by the Senate to a Senate Committee, 

Subcommittee, Council or Board may apply for a Leave of Absence 
from two or more consecutive regular meetings of the body to which 
they were elected, as follows: 

 
 (i)  for a Leave of Absence of six months or more, to the 

Operations/Agenda Committee, and on the granting of the 
Leave of Absence, the Nominating Committee shall appoint a 
temporary replacement and so report to the Senate; 

 
(ii) for a Leave of Absence of less than six months, to the body to 

which they were elected, and on the granting of the Leave of 
Absence, that body may request that the Nominating Committee 
appoint a temporary replacement and so report to the Senate; 

 
(ii)  if pursuant to (i) or (ii) a member of the Nominating Committee 

is to be replaced, the Operations/Agenda Committee shall 
appoint the temporary replacement and so report to the Senate. 

 
 

b) A member appointed or elected by a body other than the Senate to a 
Senate Committee, Subcommittee, Council or Board may apply for 
Leave of Absence to the appointing body. The appointing body shall 
appoint a temporary replacement, the action to be reported to the 
Secretary of Senate for report to Senate. 

 
14. The seat of an appointed or elected member of a Senate Committee, 

Subcommittee, Council or Board may be declared vacant if the member 
during a membership year is absent from  three regular meetings of that 
Committee, Subcommittee, Council or Board, without having been granted 
Leave of Absence. 

 
 
15. The Rules of Order shall apply mutatis mutandis to all Senate Committees, 

Subcommittees, Councils, and Boards. 
 
VII.   PUBLIC DOCUMENTS [See also UWO Act (1988), Section 31, Subsections 
(3) and (4)] 
  

The following shall be regarded as public documents: 
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a) approved Minutes of Senate meetings 
b) By-Laws of Senate 
c) reports to Senate received at open meetings of Senate 
d) any other matter declared to be public by a motion passed by  

Senate 
 
VIII. CONFIDENTIALITY 
 

Note: The word "Committee" used hereafter includes Committees, 
Subcommittees, Councils and Boards of Senate. 

 
1. The question of confidentiality, in the first instance, is a matter of the common 

sense, discretion and good judgment of the individual concerned. If there is 
any doubt as to the confidential nature of the information in question, it is the 
responsibility of the individual to seek a ruling from the Chair of the 
Committee. 

 
2. Unless otherwise provided by Senate, meetings of Senate Committees are 

open only to members, designated Observers and Resource personnel, and 
others upon explicit invitation by the Chair of the Committee. 

 
3. Unless otherwise provided by Senate, both oral and written reports of Senate 

Committees shall be confidential and shall not be made available to the 
University or general community until such time as they are: 

 
a) distributed to Senators, 
b)   received by the Secretary of Senate where it is not the intent for the 

report to go further, or 
c) received by a Committee of Senate where it is not the intent for the 

report to go further 
 
4. Breaches of confidentiality, with respect to Committee reports, minutes, or 

discussions, or the unauthorized release of Senate information, may result in 
the suspension or dismissal of the member from the Committee upon the 
recommendation of the Committee to Senate. 

 
IX.   PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 
 

The Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure by Alice Sturgis (Current 
Edition) shall govern the Senate in all parliamentary situations not provided 
for in the UWO Act, Senate By-Laws, or Senate Rules of Order. 
 

X. INTERPRETATION OF BY-LAWS, RULES, POLICIES, PROCEDURES 
 

In any instance where a substantive question arises concerning the meaning 
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or intent of a Senate By-


