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POLICY 1.4 - Policy on Emer gency Response and Preparedness

Policy Category: General
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Supersedes: November 27, 1997
POLICY

1.00  The University of Western Ontario is committed to ensuring the health, safety and welfare of
persons and protection of property should an emergency occur.

An emergency under this policy is defined as:

“An urgent and/or critical situation, temporary in nature, that
threatens or causes harm to people, the environment or University
property or disrupts critical operations.”

2.00 In order to develop appropriate measures, it is the policy of the University:

(a) to authorize Western Special Constable Service to initiate a timely and appropriate
response to Campus Emergencies with the assistance of the London Fire
Department, London Police, Thames Emergency Medical Service, the Student
Emergency Response Team and other involved campus organizations.

(b) to require that all individuals fully evacuate a building or area upon activation of a fire
alarm system or upon direction from Western Special Constable Service, Emergency
Response Team, London Fire Department, or London Police personnel.

(© to establish and maintain an Emergency Response Team to coordinate responses to
any situation requiring multi-departmental involvement including representatives from
Occupational Health & Safety, Facilities Management, as well as Communications
and Public Affairs.

(d) to maintain an Emergency Response Committee responsible to oversee the
management of emergency response procedures including developing a
comprehensive Disaster Plan which provides guidelines for major incident response.

(e) to designate an Emergency Response & Preparedness Coordinator to be
responsible for the administration and stewardship of the overall emergency
response and preparedness process.

() to require Departments and Faculties to prepare appropriate fire, emergency and
business continuity plans consistent with the principles of the University’s Disaster
Plan.
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