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The principle of academic freedom is not new; it has been in force in all universities in North America
for several decades. Academic freedom provides a university community with the protection that must
accompany independent research and the publication of its results. Academics frequently express
ideas that are at odds with other views within the university, and sometimes with the views of society
or government. Academic freedom ensures that such ideas can be expressed without fear of
interference or repression from university administrators, politicians, or others.

It is the essence of a university that independent research should be undertaken; this frequently
individual researchers and the views of this University. The question can be addressed directly and
succinct

academic freedom, the University is not assiming that responsibility which is properly the
responsibility of the individual concerned.

Academic checks and balances also apply to teaching. As in research, so in the classroom, there are
freedoms and responsibilities. Faculty members have the responsibility to make a balanced
presentation of controversial issues. They have the further responsibility to teach their students to
evaluate what is presented to them in a critical way. Finally, students are expected, particularly in
their senior years, to critically appraise material, to draw their own conclusions, and to argue rationally
in their defense. Faculty members may not use their classrooms as a forum for advancing their
personal opinions beyond the bounds of these responsibilities.

RESOLUTION

The University of Western Ontario reaffirms the principle of academic freedom with its attendant
rights and responsibilities.
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