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Establishing a Supervisory Committee

For each student completing a thesis, programs are required to establish a supervisory
committee consisting of a supervisor(s) and at least one committee member.

All students whose thesis addresses Indigenous issues have the right to a supervisor(s)
with culturally relevant knowledge (i.e., expertise with Indigenous research, scholarship,
and/or creative activity) and the option of an Indigenous community-recognized
Indigenous Knowledge Keeper as a supervisory committee member. Programs are
required to connect with the Office of Indigenous Initiatives about an appropriate
Knowledge Keeper and remuneration. Programs also are required to connect with
SGPS and the Indigenous Research Specialist at Western Research for more
information on Indigenous research, scholarship, and/or creative activity.

Unless otherwise stated, only members of the SGPS can be involved in graduate
student supervision. For more information on membership and supervision, see SGPS
Membership Regulations on the SGPS website.

The Thesis Format, Focus, Scope, and Proposal

Normally, prior to undertaking the thesis proposal, the student discusses with their
supervisory committee and Graduate Chair (or equivalent) their intentions regarding
how the proposed format (see Procedure for Thesis Formats and Content) is
appropriate to the scholarly goals of the thesis, and a realistic timeline for completing
the thesis within the approved program timeframe. In this discussion, it is important to
consider the student’s long-term goals and career trajectories. This process is intended
to encourage openness to various formats and to aid in the development of innovative
research, scholarship, and creative activity while providing appropriate supervisory
support and maintaining scholarly standards.

As part of the thesis process, students must complete a proposal that identifies the
focus, scope, and format of the research, scholarship, or creative activity and have it
approved by their supervisory committee.
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