
Senate Academic Policies  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Admissions 

Policy Category: Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies 
 
Subject: Admissions 
 
Subsections: General; Proficiency in English 
 
Approving Authority:  Senate 
 
Responsible Committee:  Senate Committee on Academic Policy 
 
Related Procedures: Procedure for Admission Application  
 
Officer(s) Responsible  
for Procedures: Vice-Provost (Graduate & Postdoctoral Studies) 
 
Related Policies:  * 
 
Effective Date: September 13, 2024  
 
Supersedes: March 15, 2024; September 16, 2022 
_____________________________________ 
 
 

1. General 
 
The Vice-Provost (Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies) grants admission to graduate 
students, only on the recommendation of the program in which the applicant intends to 
pursue studies. Admission to graduate programs at The University of Western Ontario 
(Western) is competitive. Thus, applicants meeting or even exceeding minimum 
admission standards, as described below, are not guaranteed admission to any of 
Western’s Graduate Programs. Admission decisions are not subject to appeal. 
 
For purposes of admission, the School of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (SGPS) 
determines accreditation, degree, and standing equivalencies for all non-Western 
degrees. 
 
For students undertaking a thesis as part of their degree requirements, the Graduate 
Chair must determine that an appropriate thesis Supervisor is available for the student's 
declared field of research before offering the student admission. 
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For admission to Master's programs, applicants must possess a four-year degree from a 
recognized 
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Exemptions: 
 
Applicants may request an exemption by contacting their graduate program(s) of 
interest. 
 
For the French and Hispanic Studies programs only, evidence of proficiency in English 
is a degree requirement but not a requirement for admission. 
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