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The University Senate has delegated to Deans the right to waive any academic 
regulation. The Deans' rulings in academic matters are final unless overturned or 
modified on appeal to the Senate Review Board Academic (SRBA). SRBA is the 
final body to which students may appeal certain rulings of Deans in academic 
matters, and its decisions are final. 
 
  

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section7/mapp70.pdf
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
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waiver of progression requirements, to accuracy of grades on examinations or 
assignments, to appropriateness of sanctions imposed for scholastic offences. Such 
a request can include questions of fairness or appropriateness of general grading 
practices, and can be launched regardless of whether a record of the student's work 
exists. 
 
Examples of relief that can be considered by a Dean: 
 
1. Waiver of a Senate regulation or requirement. 
 
2. Allowing the opportunity for re-examination or reassessment. 
 
3. Directing the adjustment of a grade on a particular piece of work, e.g., following 

the report of an independent assessor. [It is possible that a grade may be 
lowered as a result of reassessment.] 

 
4. Directing the adjustment of grades in the case of a request for relief against 

general marking or grading practices. [This form of relief does not extend to the 
re-evaluation of the work submitted.] 

 
5. Setting aside or adjusting a ruling at a previous level that a scholastic offence 

occurred, or adjusting the severity of a sanction imposed for a scholastic offence.  
 
Not all types of relief are suitable for any given request. For example, in the absence 
of an adequate permanent record of the student's work, the only form of relief that 
might be appropriate would be allowing the opportunity for reassessment. 
 
Grounds 
 
The grounds for a request for relief may be one or more of: medical or 
compassionate circumstances, extenuating circumstances beyond the appellant's 
control, bias, inaccuracy, or unfairness. All grounds advanced in a request for relief 
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PROCEDURE BELOW SRBA 
 
Deadlines for Requests for Relief 
 
Marks: A request for relief against a mark or grade must be initiated with the 
instructor as soon as possible after the mark is issued. In the event that the 
instructor is not available to the student, or fails to act, or if the matter is not resolved 
satisfactorily with the instructor, a written request for relief must be submitted to the 
Chair of the department within three weeks from the date that the mark was issued. 
In the case of a final grade in a course, the written request for relief must be 
submitted to the Chair of the department by the following dates: 
 

January Marks:  January 31 
April/May Marks: June 30 
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A student may appeal the decision of a Dean to the Senate Review Board Academic 
only if the decision falls within the jurisdiction of SRBA as set out below under 
APPEALS TO SRBA. A Dean's decision which is appealed to SRBA remains in full 
force and effect unless overturned or modified by SRBA. 
 
 
APPEALS TO SRBA 
 
Jurisdiction 
 
In addition to jurisdiction conferred upon SRBA by any other Senate regulation or 
policy, SRBA has jurisdiction to hear appeals from certain academic decisions of 
Deans, other than those relating to admission and advanced standing, provided that 
the appellant has followed the procedures set out above for requesting relief at the 
earlier levels, and provided that SRBA otherwise has jurisdiction to consider the 
appeal as set out below. 
 
1. For scholastic offence appeals, a student has the right to an oral hearing 

before SRBA if the appeal is against a finding that the student's conduct 
amounted to a "scholastic offence" and/or for relief against the penalty imposed 
by the Dean as a result of a "scholastic offence." 

 
2. For other appeals, a student may apply for an oral hearing before SRBA in the 

following circumstances: 
 

A. The student alleges that there has been a failure to follow, or to properly 
apply, a Senate regulation; or 

B. The Dean's decision requires the student to withdraw from a program, from 
the University, or from an Affiliated University College; or 

C. The appeal is against general marking or grading practices. 
 

A panel of SRBA, upon considering only the written application of the student 
(see Application for Hearing, below), may in its discretion order that an oral 
hearing be scheduled, or deny the appeal. In making its decision, SRBA will 
consider the grounds and evidence provided in the Application for Hearing.  In 
the case of 2.a, the student must set out in the Details of the Appeal both the 
Senate regulation and the alleged error, as well as explain how this error affected 
the student’s academic performance. 

 
3. In exceptional circumstances, SRBA may agree to an oral hearing of an appeal 

against a Dean's decision that does not fall within item 1or 2 above, if a student 
alleges in the Application for Hearing that there was a failure to observe a 
procedural requirement at the decanal level, or bias at the decanal level. Such 
allegations must be supported by evidence. A detailed description of the 
evidence supporting the allegation (including any supporting documentation) 
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must be presented, in writing, as part of the Application for Hearing. SRBA will 
request a written response from the Dean before making a decision. The student 
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accepted.   
 
Request to Postpone a Scheduled Hearing or Delay the Scheduling of a Hearing 
 
A request from a party to postpone a scheduled hearing, or to delay scheduling a 
hearing after an Application has been filed, will be at the discretion of the Chair of 
SRBA, and will be granted only in exceptional circumstances. Such postponement or 
delay shall not exceed six months. The parties then will be contacted to arrange a 
hearing date. (If the A

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/SRBA_Application.pdf
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the Faculty representative and witnesses. The order of presentation is at the 
Faculty's discretion.) 

 10. Reply evidence by appellant, if desired, on any new matters raised by the 
Faculty. 

 11. Cross-examination of reply witness, followed by questions from SRBA 
members. 

 12. Summary remarks by Faculty representative. 
 13. Summary remarks by appellant. 
 
B. ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS - Scholastic Offence Appeals*   
 

Where the appeal concerns allegations of a scholastic offence which are 
contested by the appellant, the order of proceedings shall be: 

 
 1. Introduction of SRBA members and review of documentation. 
 2. Opening statement by Faculty representative. 
 3. Presentation of evidence by Faculty representative.  
 4. Cross-examination of Faculty representative by appellant,  (i)-1in2 Tw 0.20 (l)-14 (t)2 (yMC 
/P <</MCID ud)22 d
(4.)p 0 Td
[(O)-c udar(er)-3 (4d
[(O41at)20 (-2t)20S)11 (R)6 s by appeive.   4.
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C. ADJOURNMENTS 
 

An adjournment of the hearing may be ordered by the Chair when necessary.  
Convenience to the parties and to the members of SRBA will be considered by 
the Chair in ordering an adjournment or setting a date for resumption of the 
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J. OFFICIAL RECORD OF THE APPEAL 
 

The official record of the appeal hearing will consist of al

http://www.uwo.ca/ombuds/
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/SRBA_Application.pdf
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