THEOCRIT 9540
Species-Beings: Young Marx in the Post-Anthropocene

Description: This course gives a broad view of Marxism, but from a very specific starting point,
that of the discussion of alienation and species-being in his Economic and Philosophic
Manuscripts of 1844, concepts that then appear to vanish from his later work. Written at the
start of Marx(a revolutionary career, the Manuscripts were unpublished until the 1930s.
Subsequently, dalienationé and dspecies-beingé have had a tumultuous history: embraced by
Lukacs and the Frankfort School, dismissed by Althusser, both implied and rejected in Deleuze
and Guattari, they are now again being revised in the light of climate catastrophe, artificial
intelligence, and other current capitalist cataclysms. We will take these categories as keys to
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Grundrisse and Capital, and revived by critical theorists staging a twenty first century encounter
between Marxism and ecology, biopower, black lives, feminisms, accelerationism



Week 3 Jan 26. 1844: The Young Marx

Required Readings: Marx The Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844; Marx dTheses
on Feuerbaché; Federici; dallE IR CSYlylaY €. Recommended: Brown dallE 2y’ DSyRSI I'yR
(iKS CI'Y'Ifeé: Engels Condition of the Working Class in England

Week 4 Feb 2. Dispute: Foundation or Break?

Required Readings: MarcusS 4The Foundation of Historical Materialismé: Althusser dMarxism
and Humanismé; Marx dGrundrisse: ¢KS Clll-3Y Syl 2y al-0KlySasT Marx /-l ¢KS 51iS0i
ti2Ra0012y t20553¢. wS02Y Y SyRSRY 12fl-yR d{pinoza and Marxs.

Week 5 Feb 9. Machines: Alien Life

Required Readings: wi126&1l ¢aMIE IyR (KS CdzidziS 27 4KS 162Y 1-y€T 555618 IyR Guattari
Capitalism and Schizophrenia. Chapter 1¢; 1Hll-g12 41 /86213 al-yirSaizé.
Recommended: Crane tii2053a I'yR LyRdzalidé; Mejat ¢



Notes on Evaluation

Participation: Being there counts.



For ongoing students, the paper is due no later than midnight April 28. For students wishing to
graduate in Spring convocation, the paper is due no later than midnight April 10.

Overdue papers lose 10% of the possible grade per day, and will not be accepted more than
three days late. Deadline extensions for medical or compassionate reasons require proper
academic accommodation.

Academic Offenses: Scholastic offences are taken seriously. See
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic policies/appeals/scholastic discipline grad.pdf

Every assignments must, in order to receive a passing grade, differ from and significantly surpass what
Chat GPT or similar Al can achieve on the topic at hand.
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