
Theory 9421: The Benjamin Constellation 
Course Syllabus 

Winter 2023 
 
 

1: Course Information 
Course Name and Number: Theory 9421G, The Benjamin Constellation 
Location: StvH 3165 
Day and Time: Mondays 10:00-1:00  
 
2: Instructor Information 
Name: Dr. John Vanderheide 
Email: Jvande29@uwo.ca 
Appointments: email for zoom chats, or drop in hours 



&
;'%1)+33.)+6&"+.6#%$1:&Peter Fenves, /*+&<+11#.%#5&=+605)#'%&(selection) (2010)  
 
Week 2: (Jan 16)  
9+%8.-#%&"+.6#%$1: “On Language as Such and on the Language of Man” (1916) 
&
;'%1)+33.)+6&"+.6#%$1:&Peter Fenves, /*+&<+11#.%#5&=+605)#'%&(selection) 2010 
 
Week 3: (Jan 23)  
9+%8.-#%&"+.6#%$1: “On the Program of the Coming Philosophy” (1918) 
&
;'%1)+33.)+6&"+.6#%$1: Annika Thiem, “Benjamin’s Messianic Metaphysics of Transience” (2015) 
 
Week 4: (Jan 30)  
9+%8.-#%&"+.6#%$1: “Fate and Character” (1921), “Capitalism as Religion” (1921), “Theological 
Political Fragment” (1921), “Toward a Critique of Violence” (1921)      
&
;'%1)+33.)+6&"+.6#%$1:&Judith Butler, “One Time Traverses Another” (2015)  

    Werner Hamacher, “Guilt History” (2002) 
    Byung-Chul Han, /'2'3'$>&'(&?#'3+%5+&(selection) (2011)  

 
Week 5: (Feb 6)  
9+%8.-#%&"+.6#%$1: “Epistemo-Critical Foreword,” 



 
Week 9: (Mar 13)  
9+%8.-#%&"+.6#%$1: “Doctrine of the Similar” (1933), “The Mimetic Faculty” (1933), “Problems in 
the Sociology of Language: An Overview” (1935), “The Knowledge That the First Material on 
Which the Mimetic Faculty Tested Itself” (1936)  
&
;'%1)+33.)+6&"+.6#%$1:&Michael Taussig, <#-+1#1&.%6&43)+"#)>&(selection) (1993)  
 
Week 10: (Mar 20)  
9+%8.-#%&"+.6#%$1:&DThe Work of Art in the Age of Its Technological Reproducibility” (second 
version) (1936)   
&
;'%1)+33.)+6&"+.6#%$1:&Sianne Ngai, /*+'">&'(&)*+&,#--#5E&(selection) (2020)  
 
Week 11: (Mar 27) 
9+%8.-#%&"+.6#%$1: Konvolut A, B, F, /*+&4"5.6+1&7"'8+5)&(1927-1940) 
&
;'%1)+33.)+6&"+.6#%$1:&Philipp Ekardt, 9+%8.-#%&'%&F.1*#'%&(selection) (2020)  
   
Week 12: (Apr 3) 
9+%8.-#%&"+.6#%$1: Konvolut M, N, O, /*+&4"5.6+1&7"'8+5)&(1927-1940)  
&
;'%1)+33.)+6&"+.6#%$1:&Robyn Marasco, “It’s All about the Benjamins” (2018)  
      David Ferris, “The Shortness of History” (2005)  
 
Week 13: (Apr 10)  
9+%8.-#%&"+.6#%$1: “On the Concept of History” (1939) 
&
;'%1)+33.)+6&"+.6#%$1:&Paul Preciado, 4%&42.")-+%)&'%&G".%01 (selection) (2019)  
 
 


