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 / Instructor:  / Office hours: TBA 

“In a depression, assets return to their rightful owners.” 
 - Andrew Mellon, early 20th century financier  

 
This course starts from the premise that economy, politics, subjectivity, affect are 

indissociable except in thought, and that, while abstraction is useful for thought, engagement 
with historical phenomena and their context are crucial for analysis. “Social theory” is a broad, 
inclusive framework useful in linking the abstract and the contextual. Major contributions that 
bring together ideas originally developed in philosophy, political economy, political or cultural 
theory, social science, humanistic inquiry, and so on, are retrospectively designated social theory.  

We will develop facility with social-theoretic concepts and categories that are useful in 
analyzing historically specific instances or constellations of “the political” and “the subjective” in 
relation to “the economic” (also in historically specific terms). These tools provide critical 
purchase on modes of domination, extraction, and subjectification that underpin, exemplify, or 
share features with the rule of austerity. Course authors deal with specificities of capital, class, 
governmentality, race, gender, affect, imperialism, law, technology, cultivating our ability to 
study the economic in the political, in the subjective. Our aim is not to determine whether course 
authors’ arguments are “correct” but to inhabit their arguments, work with them, become skilled 
with the authors’ categories and concepts, to understand their ideas in relation to those of other 
course authors, and to allow them to help us figure out and test our own approaches. 

Social theory generates questions; it supports the development of contextual (including 
historical) knowledge necessary to the dissection of specific cases, helps us to clarify what may 
be new or distinctive about the aspects of social life we’re interested in. It offers a lingua franca 
for learning and communicating across disciplinary lines. 
!"#$%&'$&(#)$&*&+,%: Obtain all required books in hard copy. Print out readings provided 
online. Before each class, read and re-read all of the assigned readings, making thorough notes. 
Read sympathetically, to inhabit the authors’ perspectives, if only temporarily. Budget your 
reading time carefully: there is a lot of reading; the goal is to apprehend core arguments 
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11. November 24: Machine life 

• Natasha Dow Schull, Addiction By Design: Machine Gambling in Las Vegas (




