
THEOCRIT 9206B: Instrumentality
Winter 2022 / Centre for Theory and Criticism / Western University

Instructor: Jonathan De Souza (Don Wright Faculty of Music)
Email: jdesou22@uwo.ca
Office �

Hammers, spoons, pianos, microscopes, ballpoint pens, knitting needles, compasses,
laptops, and machine guns… Humans are surrounded by instruments. How do we use
such objects? And how do they use us? This course will examine varied instruments in
art, science, and everyday life, with help from phenomenology, musicology, organology
(the study of musical instruments), history of science, media theory, anthropology, and
cognitive science. Attending to the interplay of technology and technique, we will ask
how instruments can affect not only human action but also perception and knowledge.

Course Objectives
By the end of this course, you will be able to analyze human-technology interaction in
new ways and to critically evaluate scholarly writing about instruments and
instrumentality. You will also have developed skills related to interdisciplinary research
and communication.

Course Materials
Readings and resources will be available via OWL (owl.uwo.ca).

Evaluation
Twice during the term, you will be scheduled to serve as a discussion leader: you’ll
prepare critical questions, give a brief introduction and help to facilitate the discussion
in class, and share a written summary of our discussion on the course website (posted
before the next class). We’ll make the schedule during our first meeting.

mailto:jdesou22@uwo.ca
http://owl.uwo.ca


You will complete four brief writing exercises (1–2 pages). Each exercise will re



engage in healthy living while pursuing a graduate degree. Students seeking help
regarding mental health concerns are advised to speak to someone in whom they feel
comfortable confiding, such as a faculty supervisor, a program advisor, or the Associate
Dean (Graduate Studies). Campus mental health resources may be found at
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/resources.html.

����ǡ���������������. We acknowledge that Western University is located on the
traditional lands of the Anishinaabek, Haudenosaunee, Lūnaapéewak and Chonnonton
Nations, on lands connected with the London Township and Sombra Treaties of 1796
and the Dish with One Spoon Covenant Wampum. With this, we respect the
longstanding relationships that Indigenous Nations have to this land, as they are the
original caretakers. We acknowledge historical and ongoing injustices that Indigenous
Peoples (First Nations, Métis and Inuit) endure in Canada, and we accept responsibility
as a public institution to contribute toward revealing and correcting miseducation as
well as renewing respectful relationships with Indigenous communities through our
teaching, research and community service.

��������ǡ�ff�����. Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to
read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic
offence, as found at
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.
pdf.

http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/resources.html
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf




6. Bicycles and Barrel Organs (February 15, Writing Exercise 2 due)
Heidegger, “The Question Concerning Technology,” in �����ǡ��������, ed. David Farrell

Krell (New York: Harper Collins, 2008), 311–28.
Jean Baudrillard, ���ǡ������ǡ��ǡ�������, trans. James Benedict (London: Verso, 1996),

47–57.
Tim Ingold, “Tools, Minds, and Machines,” in ���ǡ���������� ��ǡ���ǡ����������� (London:

Routledge, 2000), 294–311.
De Souza, �����ǡ��ǡ
��� (2017), Chapter 2.

Reading Week (February 21–25)

7. Microscopen
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Roger Moseley, “Digital Analogies: The Keyboard as Field of Musical Play,” �������ǡ��
���ǡ��������ǡ�������������ǡ������� 68, no. 1 (2015): 151–227.

11. Prepared Guitars (March 29)
Ahmed, ����Ƴ�ǡ���ǡ���Ʀ (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2019), 197–229.
De Souza, �����ǡ��ǡ
��� (2017), Chapter 4.

12. Final Presentations (April 5)

April 22, Final Essay due


