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Course Description: This course provides the opportunity for both academic and experiential 
learning about three of Shakespeare's plays: Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, andaWG/ 8q E; f. . . f. Jf’JyJWJ t’l/
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Week 2:  
Monday, May 11: Essay 1: in class, on Romeo and Juliet and Hamlet 
Tuesday, May 12: watch King Lear 
Wednesday, May 13: King Lear discussion: Let me not be mad, sweet Heaven! 
Thursday, May 14:  King Lear discussion; articles on Lear and dementia 
Friday, May 15: Test  
Saturday, May 16: Essay 2 Due 
  
Essay Topics:  
Essay 1: In-class, Monday, May 11. Worth 20%. 1 hour, spend ½ hour on each passage. Open 
book.  
 
Students will be asked to choose one passage from Romeo and Juliet and one from Hamlet and 
write a brief analysis of the passage in terms of literary and performance elements and relation to 
the play and performance as a whole. There will be a choice of two passages from each play.  
 
Examples of literary elements: patterns of imagery, significant repetition, rhetorical devices such 
as paradox, language play such as puns, metaphors, similes, versification, soliloquies, irony  
 
Examples of performance elements: lighting, sets, costumes, sound, music, props, blocking, 
levels of playing, fight choreography, dance choreography, make up, color, special effects  
 
Test: In-class Friday, May 15, 2 hours, worth 40%. Format: short answer.  
 
This test will involve short answers in full sentences to 20 questions (5 on each play) about 
Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet,  and King Lear, as well as two bonus question on the history of the 
Stratford Festival. Open book. Timed and available on OWL.
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