


¶ The classical approach to decision making under uncertainty. 

¶ Repaying loans over time. 

¶ Bond pricing with default: using difference equations. 

¶ Tranching and collateralized debt obligations. 

¶ Mean-variance portfolio optimization. 

¶ Capital Asset Pricing Model. 

¶ Basic Stochastic Calculus. 

¶ Black-Scholes equation. 
 
Table of Contents and Schedule: 
 

 
 
 

Classes begin: January 9, 2023 
Reading Week: February 18 – 26, 2023 
Classes end: April 10, 2023 
Exam period: April 13 – 30, 2023 

 
Contingency plan for an in-person class pivoting to 100% online learning 
In the event of a COVID-19 resurgence during the course that necessitates the course delivery moving 
away from face-to-face interaction, affected course content will be delivered entirely online, either 
synchronously (i.e., at the times indicated in the timetable) or asynchronously (e.g., posted on OWL for 
students to view at their convenience).  The grading scheme will not change.  Any remaining assessments 
will also be conducted online as determined by the course instructor. 
 

4. Course Materials 

 
Textbook (required): Quantitative Finance: A Simulation-Based Introduction Using Excel. Matt Davison. 
978-1439871683 

Supplemental: Instructor’s course notes.  

Week Dates Topic Instructor 

1 Jan 9 - 13  Probability, Risk and Uncertainty. M. Escobar-Anel 

2 Jan 16 - 20  Repaying loans over time. M. Escobar-Anel 

3 Jan 23 - 27 Bond Pricing with Default.

Week



Students should check OWL (http://owl.uwo.ca) on a regular basis for news and updates. 

http://owl.uwo.ca/
https://owlhelp.uwo.ca/students/index.html
https://wts.uwo.ca/helpdesk/


If you are unable to meet a course requirement due to illness or other serious circumstances, please 
follow the procedures below. 
 
Assessments worth 10% or more of the overall course grade: 
 
For work totalling 10% or more of the final course grade, you must provide valid medical or supporting 
documentation to the Academic Counselling Office of your Faculty of Registration as soon as possible.  
For further information, please consult the University’s medical illness policy at 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf. 

The Student Medical Certificate is available at 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf. 
 
Absences from Final Examinations 
 
If you miss the Final Exam, please contact the Academic Counselling office of your Faculty of 
Registration as soon as you are able to do so.  They will assess your eligibility to write the Special 
Examination (the name given by the University to a makeup Final Exam). 
 
You may also be eligible to write the Special Exam if you are in a “Multiple Exam Situation” (e.g., more 
than 2 exams in 23-hour period, more than 3 exams in a 47-hour period). 
 
If a student fails to write a scheduled Special Examination, the date of the next Special Examination (if 
granted) normally will be the scheduled date for the final exam the next time this course is offered.  
The maximum course load for that term will be reduced by the credit of the course(s) for which the 



8. Academic Policies 

 
The website for Registrarial Services is http://www.registrar.uwo.ca.  
 
In accordance with policy, 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section1/mapp113.pdf, 

t


