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Instructor and TA Information 

Instructor Yifan Li 

Office WSC 214A 

Email yli2763@uwo.ca 

Office Hours TBA 

 

TA Lingling Lin 

Office WSC 224 

Email llin285@uwo.ca 

Office Hours TBA 

Students must use their Western (@uwo.ca) email addresses when contacting their instructor and TA.   

 

Course Design 

This course is an introduction to programming using a high level language (currently R). 

Learning objectives 

1. Elementary computer programming as needed in statistics and actuarial science.  

2. Elementary statistical graphics.  

3. Simulation of random variables and simple stochastic processes.  

4. Numerical linear algebra.  

5. Numerical function optimization.  

6. The methodology of learning R in the future. 

7. Basic programming habits in R.  

The relevant Key Sessional Dates 

Classes begin: September 8, 2021; 

Reading Week: November 1–7, 2021;  

Classes end: December 8, 2021. 

Contingency plan for an in-person class pivoting to 100% online learning 

In the event of a COVID-19 resurgence during the course that necessitates the course delivery moving 

away from face-to-face interaction, all remaining course content will be delivered entirely online, either 

synchronously (i.e., at the times indicated in the timetable) or asynchronously (e.g., posted on OWL for 

students to view at their convenience).  The grading scheme will not change.  Any remaining 

assessments will also be conducted online as determined by the course instructor. 



https://www.r-project.org/
https://cran.r-project.org/manuals.html
https://rstudio-education.github.io/hopr/
https://r4ds.had.co.nz/
https://www.r-project.org/
https://www.rstudio.com/products/rstudio/download/




Across the Sciences Undergraduate Education programs, we strive to maintain high standards that 

reflect the effort that both students and faculty put into the teaching and learning experience during this 

course. All students will be treated equally and evaluated based only on their actual achievement. Final 

grades on this course, irrespective of the number of decimal places used in marking individual 

assignments and tests, will be calculated to one decimal place and rounded to the nearest integer, e.g., 

74.4 becomes 74, and 74.5 becomes 75. Marks WILL NOT be bumped to the next grade or GPA, e.g. a 

79 will NOT be bumped up to an 80, an 84 WILL NOT be bumped up to an 85, etc. The mark attained is 

the mark you achieved, and the mark assigned; requests for mark “bumping” will be denied. 

 

Student Absences 

Academic Consideration for Student Absences 

Students who experience an extenuating circumstance (illness, injury or other extenuating circumstance) 

sufficiently significant to temporarily render them unable to meet academic requirements may submit a 

request for academic consideration through the following routes: 

(i)  Submitting a Self-Reported Absence (SRA) form provided that the conditions for submission are 

met.  To be eligible for a Self-Reported Absence: 

• an absence must be no more than 48 hours 

• the assessments must be worth no more than 30% of the student’s final grade 

• no more than two SRAs may be submitted during the Fall/Winter term 

• SRA is applicable to undergraduate students only 

(ii)  For medical absences, submitting a Student Medical Certificate (SMC) signed by a licensed 

medical or mental health practitioner to the Academic Counselling office of their Faculty of 

Registration. 

(iii)  Submitting appropriate documentation for non-medical absences to the Academic Counselling 

office in their Faculty of Registration. 

Note that in all cases, students are required to contact their instructors within 24 hours of the end of the 

period covered, unless otherwise instructed in the course outline.  

Students should also note that individual instructors are not permitted to receive documentation directly 

from a student, whether in support of an application for consideration on medical grounds, or for other 

reasons.  All documentation required for absences that are not covered by the Self-Reported 

Absence Policy must be submitted to the Academic Counselling office of a student's Home Faculty. 

For the policy on Academic Consideration for Student Absences – Undergraduate Students in First 

Entry Programs, see: 

https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf, 

and for the Student Medical Certificate (SMC), see: 

/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_illness.pdf


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section1/mapp113.pdf


the centrally administered e-mail account provided to students will be considered the individual’s 

official university e-mail address.  It is the responsibility of the account holder to ensure that e-mail 

received from the University at his/her official university address is attended to in a timely manner. 

 

In a closed book exam in this course, all electronic devices (including mobile phones and laptops) and 

course-related materials are not allowed.  

 

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 

specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf.  

If Remote Proctoring Software is used in this course, including in the event of health lock-down, tests 

and examinations in this course will be conducted using a remote proctoring service.  By taking this 

course, you are consenting to the use of this software and acknowledge that you will be required to 

provide personal information (including some biometric data) and the session will be recorded.  

Completion of this course will require you to have a reliable internet connection and a device that meets 

the technical requirements for this service.  More information about this remote proctoring service, 



Additional student-run support services are offered by the USC, http://westernusc.ca/services. 
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