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Students are responsible for checking the course OWL site (http://owl.uwo.ca) on a regular basis for news 

and updates.  This is the primary method by which information will be disseminated to all students in the 

class. 

 

All course material will be posted to OWL: http://owl.uwo.ca.  

 

If students need assistance with the course OWL site, they can seek support on the OWL Help page.  

Alternatively, they can contact the Western Technology Services Helpdesk.  They can be contacted by 

phone at 519-661-3800 or ext. 83800. 

 

 

5. Methods of Evaluation 

 

The overall course grade will be calculated as listed below:  

Assignments (4)  20% [Given out roughly every three weeks] 

Midterm Tests (2)  35% [In-class Exam 1: February 29, 2024 & In-class Exam 2: March 21, 2024] 

Final Exam   45% [To be determined by the 5HJLVWUDU¶V�2IILFH@ 

 

Assignments: There are 4 assignments, given out roughly one every three weeks. All assignments must 

be done electronically (all assignments must be prepared using RStudio Markdown/Notebook (PDF)) 

and be submitted to owl before deadline. No late assignment is allowed unless a coupon(s) is used. See 

details in Section 6.  

Accommodated evaluations for midterms:  If you miss a midterm due to an excused absence (see also 

Section 6) then the weight of that assessment will be moved to the final exam. If the absence is not excused, 

then you will receive a grade of zero with no option to submit late or alternate work. 

 

Rounding of marks statement 

Across the Sciences Undergraduate Education programs, we strive to maintain high standards that reflect 

the effort that both students and faculty put into the teaching and learning experience during this course. 

All students will be treated equally and evaluated based only on their actual achievement. 

 

Final grades on this course, irrespective of the number of decimal places used in marking individual 

assignments and tests, will be calculated to one decimal place and rounded to the nearest integer, e.g., 74.4 

becomes 74, and 74.5 becomes 75. Marks WILL NOT be bumped to the next grade or GPA, e.g. a 79 will 

NOT be bumped up to an 80, an 84 WILL NOT be bumped up to an 85, etc. The mark attained is the mark 

\RX�DFKLHYHG��DQG�WKH�PDUN�DVVLJQHG��UHTXHVWV�IRU�PDUN�³EXPSLQJ´�ZLOO�EH�GHQLHG� 

 

 

6. Student Absences 

 

For students enrolled in FM4521B, if you are unable to meet a course requirement due to illness or other 

serious circumstances, please follow the procedures below. 

(i) For medical absences, submitting a Student Medical Certificate (SMC) signed by a licensed 

medical or mental health practitioner to the Academic Counselling office of their Faculty of 

Registration. 



(ii) Submitting appropriate documentation for non-medical absences to the Academic Counselling 

office in their Faculty of Registration. 

Note that in all cases, students are required to contact their instructors within 24 hours of the end of the 

period covered, unless otherwise instructed in the course outline. 

 



7. Accommodation and Accessibility 

 

Religious Accommodation 

When a course requirement conflicts with a religious holiday that requires an absence from the University 

or prohibits certain activities, students should request accommodation for their absence in writing at least 

two weeks prior to the holiday to the course instructor and/or the Academic Counselling office of their 

Faculty of Registration.  Please consult University's list of recognized religious holidays (updated 

annually) at  

https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo.   

 

Accommodation Poli



Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 

(https://uwo.ca/health/) for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

 

Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and providing 

compassionate support to anyone who has gone through these traumatic events.  If you have experienced 

sexual or gender-based violence (either recently or in the past), you will find information about support 

services for survivors, including emergency contacts at 

https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html.   

To connect with a case manager or set up an appointment, please contact support@uwo.ca. 

 

Please contact the course instructor if you require lecture or printed material in an alternate format or if 

any other arrangements can make this course more accessible to you.  You may also wish to contact 

Accessible Education at 

http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html 

if you have any questions regarding accommodations. 

 

Learning-skills counsellors at the Student Development Centre (https://learning.uwo.ca) are ready to help 

you improve your learning skills.  They offer presentations on strategies for improving time management, 

multiple-choice exam preparation/writing, textbook reading, and more.  Individual support is offered 

throughout the Fall/Winter terms in the drop-in Learning Help Centre, and year-round through individual 

counselling. 

 

Additional student-run support services are offered by the USC,  https://westernusc.ca/services/. 

 

This course is supported by the Science Student Donation Fund.  If you are a BSc or BMSc student 

registered in the Faculty of Science or Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry, you pay the Science 

Student Donation Fee.  This fee contributes to the Science Student Donation Fund, which is administered 

E\�WKH�6FLHQFH�6WXGHQWV¶�&RXQFLO��66&��� One or more grants from the Fund have allowed for the purchase 

of equipment integral to teaching this course.  You may opt out of the Fee by the end of September of 

each academic year by completing the online form linked from the )DFXOW\� RI� 6FLHQFH¶V� $FDGHPLF�

Counselling site.  For further information on the process of awarding grants from the Fund or how these 

grants have benefitted undergraduate education in this course, consult the Chair of the Department or 

HPDLO�WKH�6FLHQFH�6WXGHQWV¶�&RXQFLO�DW�ssc@uwo.ca. 


