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DESCRIPTION 
Controversies about the moral status of animals, embryos and PVS patients, not to mention the possibility 
of life beyond the grave, often trace back to a more fundamental controversy in the philosophy of mind: 
What are minds? This course is about this latter controversy.  
      UNIT 1 begins by discussing two strikingly different pictures of the human mind that go back to the 
ancient world, viz., materialism and dualism. It then explores how these views were modified and 
contested in early modern Europe. UNIT 2 examines some more recent, i.e., 20th century, theories of 
mind and some difficulties they have faced (mostly having to do with pain, zombies, colours and/or bats). 
UNIT 3 surveys a variety of contemporary topics, including AI, simulated worlds and extended cognition. 

Please note: as this is an introductory course, no background knowledge of these topics, or of the 
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REQUIREMENTS  
Assignments                                                   Values         Due Dates                      Corresponding Objective(s)
•

http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html
http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf


ACCOMMODATION FOR RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS [ADDED]
The policy on Accommodation for Religious Holidays can be viewed here.https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/
pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_religious.pdf

SELF- REPORTED ABSENCE FORM
Students who experience an unexpected illness or injury or an extenuating circumstance (48 hours or less) 
that is sufficiently severe to temporarily render them unable to meet academic requirements (e.g., 
attending lectures or labs, writing tests or midterm exams, completing and submitting assignments, 
participating in presentations) should self-declare using the online Self-Reported Absence portal.  This 
option should be used in situations where the student expects to resume academic responsibilities within 
48 hours or less.  
The following conditions are in place for self-reporting of medical or extenuating circumstances:
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?

/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_religious.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_religious.pdf
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_322
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_322
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

