
WESTERN UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

Undergraduate Course Outline 2021-22 

Digital Humanities 2126G/Phil 2078G (200):  

Ethics for a Digital World  
 

 

citizens , given the possibility that online behaviour is 

morally distinct from real world behaviour? This class will engage materials that address the 

philosophical issues raised by these two questions: Specifically: What’s the relationship between 

our virtual identities and our physical identities? How is online activity changing our 

interpersonal relationships? What are our rights and responsibilities toward others in the cyber-

world? How do we trade between the potentially conflicting values of anonymity and 

accountability? How do we balance copyright claims against demands for open access? Is piracy 

always wrong? Does a 



REQUIREMENTS 
Quizzes: 15% (11 multiple choice quizzes, worth 1.36% each) 

Discussion Posts: 30% (two 400 – 600 word posts, worth 15% each) 

Discussion Participation: 10% (8 responses, worth 1.25% each) 

One 1100 – 1300 word term-paper: 25% 

Final Exam: 20% (scheduled by the Office of the Registrar during the April 2022 Final Exam 

period) 

 



Unit 1 (Weeks 1 and 2, January 3rd – 16th): What is Philosophy, What is Ethics, What is 

Digital Ethics? 

 

Week 1: Introduction to Philosophy and Ethics 

 

Readings:  Lecture Notes – What is Philosophy? 

Lecture Notes – What is Ethics? 

Assignment: Quiz #1 

 

Week 2: Ethics in the Digital World… same old story, or something new? 

 

Readings:  Steve Matthews – Internet Ethics 

Antonio Marturano – The Role of Metaethics and the Future of Computer Ethics 

  Zonghao Bao and Kun Xiang – Digitalization and Global Ethics 

  David M. Douglas – Toward a Just and Fair Internet: Applying Rawls’s Principles  

of Justice to Internet Regulation 

Assignment:  Quiz #2 (The 2 quizzes for Unit 1 must be completed by Monday, January 17th at  

11:55 p.m. EST) 

 

Unit 2 (Weeks 3 and 4, January 17th – 30th): Personal Identity and the Possibility of 

Friendship in the Digital World 

 

Week 3: Me, My Online Identity, and the Possibility of Moral Wrong 

 

Reading: Marya Schechtman – The Story of my (Second) Life: Virtual Worlds and  

Narrative Identity 

  Jessica Wolfendale – My Avatar, My Self: Virtual Harm and Attachment 

  A.J. Craft – Sin in Cyber-Eden: Understanding the Metaphysics and Morals of  
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Unit 3 (Weeks 5 and 6, January 31st – February 13th): The Effect of Digital Life on Truth 

and Privacy 

 

Week 5: The Internet, Truth, and Anonymity 

 

Readings: Karen Frost-Arnold – Trustworthiness and Truth: The Epistemic Pitfalls of  

Internet Accountability 

R. George Wright – Self-Censorship and the Constriction of Thought and 

Discussion under Modern Communications Technologies 

Nicholas Munn – The New Political Blogosphere 

Assignment: Quiz #5 
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Week 9: Hacking 

 

Readings: Loyd Blankenship – The Hacker’s Manifesto 

Ronald Pike – The ‘Ethics’ of Teaching Ethical Hacking 

  Philip Serracino-Inglott – Is it ok to be an Anonymous? 

Assignments:  a. Quiz #9 (The three quizzes for Unit 4 must be completed by Sunday March  

13th, no later than 11:55 p.m. E



 

 

DUE DATES 

 

The 11 weekly quizzes (worth a combined total of 15% of your final grade) much each be 

completed by the end of the Unit in which they appear… so: 

 

Unit 1 quizzes must be completed by Monday January 17th by 11:55 p.m. 

Unit 2 quizzes must be completed by Monday January 31st by 11:55 p.m. 

Unit 3 quizzes must be completed by Monday February 14th by 11:55 p.m. 

Unit 4 quizzes must be completed by Monday March 14th by 11:55 p.m. 

Unit 5 quizzes must be completed by Friday April 1st by 11:55 p.m. 

 

The two 400 – 600 word Unit Discussion Posts (worth a combined total of 30% of your final 

grade) are due at the end of Units 2 and 4. More specifically: 

 

Unit 2 Discussion Post is due on Monday, January 31st by 11:55 p.m. 

Unit 4 Discussion Post is due on Monday March 14th by 11:55 p.m. 

 

For your On-Line Participation Grade (worth 10% of your final grade) you need to submit 

responses to four separate classmates’ Unit Discussion Posts in each of Units 2 and 4. The 

responses for these two Units will need to be completed by: 

 

Unit 2 Responses submitted by Monday

http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html


policy can be found at 

http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf. 

 

SELF- REPORTED ABSENCE FORM 

Students who experience an unexpected illness or injury or an extenuating circumstance (48 

http://uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_322
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_322
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/


 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western 

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain 

help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning 519.661.3030 (during class 

hours) or 519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends. 

 

 

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

