
Instructor:	Prof.	Carolyn	McLeod	
Office:	Stevenson	Hall	4133	
Office	Hours:	M	3:30-4:30,	Th.	2:30-3:30	
Tel:	519-661-2111,	ext.	85877		
Email:	cmcleod2@uwo.ca	

	
COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
Feminist	bioethics	aims	to	develop	approaches	to	bioethics	that	are	responsive	to	structural	
inequalities	that	affect	women’s	health	and	the	health	of	other	marginalized	people	across	the	



	
COURSE	GOALS	
	

GOALS:	As	a	result	of	taking	
this	course,	you	will	learn	to:	

ACTIVITIES:	Some	of	the	
things	we	will	do	to	promote	
these	goals	are:	

ASSESSMENT:	We	will	know	
how	well	you	have	attained	
these	goals	by	evaluating:	

Understand	what	feminism	
and	feminist	approaches	to	
bioethics	are	like		

	

Introduce	and	discuss	these	
approaches	in	the	first	few	
weeks	of	class,	reviewing	
them	as	needed	

Whether	you	show	a	good	grasp	
of	these	theories	in	your	
assignments	and	in	class	
discussion	

Understand	and	assess	the	
arguments	feminist	
bioethicists	have	given		

Reconstruct	these	arguments	
in	class,	and	critique	them		

How	you	reconstruct	and	
evaluate	the	arguments	on	your	
own	in	your	assignments	

Construct	your	own	clear	and	
persuasive	written	arguments	
in	feminist	bioethics	

Write	essays	(or	an	essay,	in	
the	case	of	grad	students)	and	
engage	in	peer	review	of	one	
another’s	essays		

Whether	your	essay(s)	meet(s)	
the	standards	set	in	our	grading	
rubric		

Orally	present	arguments	
clearly	and	stimulate	
discussion	about	them		

Do	a	presentation	on	assigned	
readings	or	learn	from	others’	
presentations	

Whether	the	presentation	meets	
the	standards	set	in	our	grading	
rubric—or,	for	students	who	
don’t	do	a	presentation,	whether	
they	feel	more	confident	after	
this	class	in	doing	presentations		

Engage	in	rigorous,	respectful	
debate	about	heated	topics	in	
feminist	bioethics	

	

Raise	discussion	questions	
online	before	class,	and	have	
large	and	small	group	
discussions	in	class		

Whether	our	discussion	is	
productive	and	respectful	

	

	
AUDIT	
Students	wishing	to	audit	the	course	should	consult	with	the	instructor	prior	to	or	during	the	
first	week	of	classes.		
	
DEPARTMENT	OF	PHILOSOPHY	POLICIES	
The	Department	of	Philosophy	Policies	which	govern	the	conduct,	standards,	and	expectations	
for	student	participation	in	Philosophy	courses	is	available	in	the	Undergraduate	section	of	the	
Department	of	Philosophy	website	at	http://uwo.ca/philosophy/undergraduate/policies.html.	
It	is	your	responsibility	to	understand	the	policies	set	out	by	the	Senate	and	the	Department	of	
Philosophy,	and	thus	ignorance	of	these	policies	cannot	be	used	as	grounds	of	appeal.	
	
ACCOMMODATION		




